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V.P. Singh Factor 
V War of Positions 


H.G. Dethpande 


can be done, nowever, a prior 
condition would have to be 
fulfilled. 

In order that V P Singh’s word 
carries that much weight that he 
can ask somebody to head the 
government and himself 
control him from outside, so to 
speak, this jact must get 
established beyond any doubt 
that he is a man who is looked 
upon not as a leader but as a 
super-leader. The two parallels 
that most people think of were 
that of Gandhi and J.P.Narain. 
Both of them renounced power 
in a manner of speaking. They 
did not seek office but 
concerned themselves with 
deeper Issues and the moral 
dimension behind what 
happens In public life. 

They were successful only in 
a limited way. Neither of them 
lived long enough to be able to 
put this system of indirect 
power to a real, practical test. In 
a sense therefore, while those 
examples are relevant, there is 
no exact parallel. In any case, 
and they say, no two historical 
situations are exactly alike. 

V. P. Singh is moving in the 
direction of wanting io become 
Continued on page 10 


I been eventful in the 
political life of the 
country. 

Till early this year when V.P. 
Singh was shifted to Defence, 
there were strains within the 
Congress party but those were 
not visible. Once he was moved 
to Defence it became clear that 
everything between him and the 
Prime Minister was not smooth. 
This fact got underlined when 
V. P. Singh resigned from 
Defence also. 

The next few months saw a 
widening of differences 
between V. P Singh and Rajiv 
Gandhi but not an open breach. 
That came about less than two 
months ago and since then, as 
they say,, the fat is in the fire. 
Rajiv Gandhi's strength so far 
has laid . in the fact that there 
was no agreement amongst the 
Congressmen as to who should 
replace him if at all. For about a 
year or so, dissatisfaction 
against his management of the 
government had been growing. 
What brought things to a boil 
were the scandals connectec 
with the Fairfax, Bofors deal 
and a couple of other 
questionable agreements. 
Alongside it became clear that 
in V.P. Singh there was 
somebody who could be viewed 
as an alternative to Rajiv 
Gandhi. 

Alternatives 

B ut that is not putting it 
precisely. While V . P. 
Singh is an alternative 
and has come across as one, he 
keeps on repeating that he is 
not in the game for power. This 
derives from the fact that he 
comes from a social and caste 
background where loyalty to a 
friend and honour amongst 
men is given a very high place. 
Having acknowledged Rajiv 
Gandhi as a leader and having 
taken the position that he was 
not in the power game, it would 
be difficult for him to go back 
upon what he has been saying 
publicly and repeatedly. 

What can happen now? 
Either he goes back to his word 
or he sticks to it; these are the 
only two alternatives available 
to him Likely enough he will 
stick to his word. Should that 
happen it would create a 
situation where somebody else 
would have to be found to 
deputise forhim. It would not be 
an easy task but it would not be 
an impossible task. Before this 
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Unforgettable 
Romesh Thappar 


G.S. Sandhu 

when he challenged a 
Maharashtra government ban 
order on his paper Cross 
Roads' for its support to a 
workers strike and strong 
criticism of Morarjee Desai 
government. 

In 1959 Rdmesh and Raj 
Continued on page 10 


W ith the death of Romesh 
Thaparon 22nd'August 
1987 we have lost more 
than a first rate human being. 
Thapar was an institution for 
the last twentyfive years. For all 
those who thought of 
democracy, secularism, and 
freedom in independent India 
Romesh Thapar was an 
enduring inspiration. 

Born in Lahore in 1922, 
Romesh Thapar graduated 
from Punjab University Lahore. 
He joined The Times of India in 
1940 as an assistant editor. In 
1949 he started 'Cross Roads' a 
newspaper dedicated to the 
problems of the Indian people 
and the nation's life after 
independence. The paper was 
later taken over by the 
undivided Communist party. 

Thapar shot into lime light as 
a champion of the freedom of 
the press in the early 1950s 
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Freedom 


SOUND AND FURY 

Our country is being ruled by non-resident Indians and resident 
non— Indians 

Mr. Jaipal Reddy, MP 

it is irrelevant who loots the country— the Britishers or the Indians 
In such a case, I would regard both to be equally guilty. 

—Mr. V.P. Singh. 

It is easier to pick up a gun than to lay it down before an adversary. 

—The Hindustan Times 

Terrorism doesn’t die suddenly. Its death rattle is also very ugly. 

—Mr. Siddhartha Shankar Ray. 
If a mini-Emergency can help bring peace, I am all in favour of it. 

—Mr. Beant Singh. President of the Punjab PCC( I) 
The carnage in Mecca has helped to promote the cause of the 
Islamic revolution. 

—Ayatollah Khomeini 

It appears now that we have walked into a trap. 

V. Pirabhakaran, LTTE chief, on the recent Indo-Sri Lankan agreement 
I think I was born to be controversial. I admit in the battle that I had 
waged with the press, the press has won and I have lost. 

—Amitabh Bachchan, film actor and Congressman 
The man in the street is asking the Prime Minister to prove his 
innocence. 

—N.T. Rama Rao, Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister 
Mr. Zail Singh greatly enhanced the prestige and dignity of the 
office (of President) 

—Editorial in The Statesman 
The prime minister is forever passing the buck on toothers. He has 
to start behaving like a leader. 

A run Nehru, after his expulsion, in Sunday Mail 
She (Mrs. Gandhi) had no trust in him (Rajiv Gandhi)... she told me 
that he did not have that maturity nor did he have anything in him 
which would show that he would stick to what he had said 

—Giani Zail Singh in Sunday 
No prime minsterial regime has ever faced such voluminous 
charges of corruption-including the prime minister.... Unless Rajiv 
Gandhi goes, the Congress will be ruined. 

—V.C. Shukla after his expulsion 

Bofors is the foreign hand which is blackmailing the country. 

Mr. V.P. Singh 

We are against monarchies in this branch of the family. After all, we 
are supposed to be a democracy. 

Mrs. Vijayalakshmi Pandit on political dynasties. 
If there is anything wrong, we will take action, but he (Amitabh 
Bachchan) assured me that there is nothing wrong and nothing 
illegal has been done. We have to wait for a few days. 

—Mr. Rajiv Gandhi 

Alternatives do not fall from the heavens. It will emerge from the 
people's struggle. 

— Mr. Saroj Mukherjee 


I n four decades of our 
Independence, we have 
seen widespread moral 
decay, conscience has 
degenerated, outlook narrowed 
and have lost our vision. We are 
accepting in silence atrocities 
being committed on the weaker 
sections of the society, on 
minorities, on exploitation of 
women and voice, however, 
feeble, if raised against these is 
suppressed with violence. 
Credibility of the Govt, has 
suffered maximum. Even Prime 
Minister’s statement on the 
floor of the house that “neither I 
nor any member of my family 
has received any consideration 
in these (Bofor) transactions” 
was not taken at its face value. 
There is total lack of sense of 
honour and public decency. 
Our development and 
production patterns have been 
tailored to the restricted elite 
market. Police is functioning on 
their own, without 

administrative support from 
other departments and 
services. Judiciary has become 
bloated with arears, so easy to 
evade by bribing the lower staff, 
so divergent in its views on 
many subjects that people have 
ceased to fear it or even to hope 
for justice from it. Ranganath 
Misra commission on Nov. 84 
carnage is an example in this 
direction. 

The current crises of 
confidence, prevailing in the 
atmosphere of national self 
doubt and gloom, belies the 
great expectations of early 
years. Every institution of the 
state it appears have suffered 
some setback. The system now 
looks incapable to cope up with 
the problems which face the 
country. On the occassion of 
the 40th anniversary of 
Independence many 

newspapers brought out 
supplements and special 
articals from eminent persons 
to review the achievements 
against the optimism expected 
in 1947 and the promises made 
by the national leaders. 

Many of the articals paint the 
situation in pale colour, without 
offering any suggestions to 
retrieve it. Their reflections can 
be grouped under various 
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heads: Proud of achievements, 
Communal Tension, Political 
structure and development, 

Law and Order. 

Proud of achievements 

"I feel proud as an Indian and 
India can be proud of what it 
has achieved”, says Mr. Rajiv 
Gandhi in a long interview to 
Blitz. 

“India has progressed a great 
deal in the last 40 years since 
Independence. There are 
people who think otherwise”, 
“Since Independence our 
expectations are greater and 
therefore our discontent is also 
greater” suggests Mr. Morarji 
Desai in Indian Express. 

“Oh, I agree there are 
achievements... But the 
achievements have been 

cornered by the elites... 

Freedom was not meant to 
substitute foreign exploitation 
by indigenous exploitation" 
Points Mr. Saifuddin 
Choudhry in Indian Express. 

"35 years of planned 

development have unfortunatly 
created two Indias. One we see 
in urban areas and the other 
what we see in rural areas. 
Between these two there is 
centuries of distance". "We had 
all hoped fora renaissance after 
Independence but unfortuna- 
tely we ARE HEADING 
TOWARDS REIVALISM" says 
R.K. Hegde in Indian Express. 

"We can certainly take pride 
in our achievements during the 
last 40 years, the nature of 
dissatisfaction which our 
successes have generated is of 
such a magnitude as to make 
our achievements look pitifully 
inadequate. Our very 
achievements mock at us” 
according to P.N. Haksar in 
Blitz. 

Communal Tension 

“The hot wind of communalism 
is blowing very hard” finds 
Kuldip Nayar in the Telegraph. 
“I want to see a HINDU 
renaissance take place in India” 
“I would like to see an India in 
which both Hindus and Muslim 
embrace each other in 
brotherhood, in the knowledge 
that theircommon ancestry was 
HINDU”, Subramanium Swamy 
in the Telegraph desires. 

“In the euphoria of national 
resurgence and in the march 
towards uniformity we have 


R.S. Chattwal 

disregarded inhernt politics of 
diversity... which makes us a 
nation of mionrities at all 
levels”, “The final solution lies 
in the recognition of diversities" 
and “A pattern of peaceful 
social co-existence can 
yet be envisaged if the 
ruthless and senseless march 
towards uniformity can be 
stopped” hopes Syed 
Shahabuddin in The 
Statesman. 

“We have lost our political 
capacity to find unity in 
diversity and sought it in 
uniformity, homogeneity and 
the projection of centralised 
power". “Says Ashish Nandy in 
States man. He has defined 
national integration as “Co. 
survival of all Indians in their 
‘svadharma’ and ‘svabhava" and 
demanded “Patriotism 

demands that we take care of 
Indians before we take care of 
INDIA! There can be no 
national security without 
ensuring the security of those 
who inhabit the nation". 

Political structure and 
development 

“It hurts to strike a note of 
pessimism on the occassion of 
the 40th anniversary of 
Independence. But it cannot be 
helped”. “Indira Gandhi 
disregarded too many norms 
and conventions to be cast in 
the role of a saviour of 
democracy". "The dynastic 
PRINCIPLE PREVAILED 
BECAUSE the democratic one 
had been and remained in 
abeyance”. “The decline of the 
Congress... is a matter of deep 
concern for a nation which has 
grown under its umbrella. As it 
happens, an alternative is not in 
sight" finds Girilal Jain in The 
Times of India. 

"40 years ago a Congress 
worker tried to indentify himself 
with the impoverished and the 
under priviliged, today his 
successor only passes through 
such depressed areas at 
election", and then questioned, 
“Hasn’t the Congress no role to 
play as an active political party 
apart from sitting on ministerial 
chairs"? Nikhil Chakravarty in 
The Times of India. 

“The soil for destabilisation has 
been prepared over four 
decades by the national 
Leaders and that the process is 


continuing”. He has only one 
solution, “Secular opposition 
parties to intensify mass 
struggles by which alone a 
viable alternative can emerge”. 
“Everything else will lead the 
country to ruin and chaos" says 
EMS Namboodiripad in Blitz. 
“There is no option before the 
country but to do everything 
possible so that our politics is 
cleansed” and wished that “A 
new spirit grips our masses and 
become a material force to 
pierce the gloom" suggests. 
Hiren Mukerji in The 
Statesman. 

"During the 40 years we have 
grown a grotesque kind of 
capitalism within the womb of 
an ancient preindustrial 
society”. Government is not 


true to what we propagate, 
“We must, of necessity, 
design our own internal 
structure inspired by 
the ideas for which we fight 
internationaly. There has to be 
harmony between our national 
and external politice” opines 
P.N. Haksar in Blitz. 

Law and Order 

“While there were only 60 
communal incidents in 1981, 
525 communal incidents 
claimed 328 lives in 1985". And 
“It was possible to have kept 
down the extent of loss of lives 
and damage to property had 
steps taken by the 
administration been timely and 
purposive” “Politicians 
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THE PM SHQULP FORGET 
THE FOREIGN HAND... 


By Rap 



..THERE ARE OTHER FOREIGN 
.THINGS imr <AN THREATEN HIM [ 
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View Point 


Wrong Moves 
In Punjab 


Driving The Sikhs To 


I N the Rajya Sabha on 
Monday, August 17, Mr. P A. 
Chidambaram, the minister 
of state for home affairs, made 
two observations while partici- 
pating in the debate on Punjab. 
He said that there was no one in 
Punjab, with whom the 
government could talk, and 
that, therefore, it had no option 
but to continue its efforts to 
crush the terrorists. He also 
doubted whether Mr. Barnala 
has ever enjoyed any real 
support in the state. 


The first of Mr 
Chidambaram’s remarks has 
been a familiar refrain with the 
government’s leaders for at 
least the past six months. At a 
meeting with ten editors of 
national dailies on March 9, Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi refused to 
consider releasing most of the 
Jodhpur detenus, commuting 
the sentences of the army 
jawans convicted on the charge 
of desertion (but not taking up 
arms against their fellow 
soldiers and officers) or making 
other concessions the Barnala 
government had demanded. He 
said that these were the last 
cards the Centre held with 
which it could negotiate a 
settlement. And since there was 
no one the government could 
talk to, he said, it would be folly 
to give these away gratuitously. 

Mr. Gandhi’s desire to find 
someone with whom he can 
negotiate in Punjab is 


understandable. In the two 
other accords he signed, with 
the Assam students and the 
Mizo National Front, there was 
an organisation, capable of 
delivering peace. When Mr 
Gandhi signed the accord with 
Sant Longowal he did so in the 
belief that the Sant too held 
undisputed sway in Punjab. 

But Mr. Gandhi’s mistake lies 
in thinking that disaffection in 
Punjab can be tackled in the 
same way as in Assam or 
Mizoram. In Assam and 


Mizoram, the disaffected or 
insurgent organisation had the 
support of the vast majority of 
the people it claimed to 
represent. By contrast the 
extremists in Punjab have never 
commanded the support of 
more than a small fraction of the 
Sikhs, although that fraction 
has in recent months been 
growing rapidly. The difference 
is revealed by the Assam 
election of 1983 and the Punjab 
election of 1985. When the 
AASU and the AAGSP asked for 
the boycott of the election, only 
10 per cent of the electorate 
cast its vote. In 1985, the United 
Akali Dal of Baba Joginder 
Singh asked for a similar 
boycott in the name of Sant 
Bhindranwale, and was 
supported by the AISSF; the 
people of Punjab ignored the 
call. About 70 per cent of the 
elctorate voted, and the Akali 
Dal (L) which had not then been 


The Wall 

PREM SHANKAR JHA 

split, obtained 39 percentof the 
total votes cast. 

Crucial Respect 

M izoram and Assam were 
different from each 
other in one crucial 
respect. The MNF was openly 
secessionist, while the Assam 
movement was not. In Assam 
the disaffected but dominant 
group wanted only to 
safeguard its existing rights, 
within the framework of the 
Indian Constitution. 

Punjab has both a militant 
secessionist fringe and a large 
disaffected political party (now 
in tatters) that also wants 
redress of its grievances, real 
or imaginary, within the federal 
framework. This is the gist of 
the interpretation of the 
Anandpur Sahib resolution to 
which all factions of the Akali 
party still subscribe. 

The obvious strategy in the 
situation is to deal with, and 
strengthen, the moderates and 
there by isolate the militants. 
Instead, every action of the 
Central government, since it 
failed to transfer Chandigarh to 
Punjab in March 1986, has 
weakened the moderates and 
strengthene the support base 
of the secessionists. If this 
trend continues, ■ the 
government may soon face a 
single united Sikh movement 
with an undisputed leadership, 
but it will be militant and 
adamantly secessionist. 

It took 16 years of warfare in 
Nagaland and 20 in Mizoram to 
make the insurgents soften 
their stand. How long is the 
country prepared to fight in 
Punjab? The question is 
alarming, but it can no longer 
be dismissed. The goal of 
policy should be to prevent 
such a possibility. A political 
solution must therefore be 
sought before the Sikhs unite 
behind a single militant 
secessionist leadership. 

There is overwhelming 
evidence that under President’s 
rule the government is not 
.succeeding in stamping out 
terrorism. On the countrary, 
both the frequency of terrorist 
outrages and the number of 
persons being killed have risen 
dramatically. In the first three 
months of this year, terrorists 
killed 168 persons, of whom 96 
were Sikhs. IN April the rate of 
murders rose slightly to 79. But 
after the imposition of 
President's rule, the terrorists 
have killed almost 600 persons 
in three months. Thus, the 
murder rate has quadrupled. 
This has happened in spite of 
the police having killed or 
captured more than 400 
suspected terrorists in the first 
month of President’s rule, and 
having killed on an average two 
to thrfee persons a day since 
then (only about a third of 
these get reported in the 



national press, but all reported 
regularly ir. the Punjabi 
language journals). 

Active Terrorists 

S ince Mr Ribeiro had 
stated at the beginning of 
President’s rule that there 
were only about a hundred 
active terrorists left in Punjab, 
one is forced to conclude that 
the ranks of the terrorists have 
been swelling rapidly with 
fresh recruits. The Damdami 
Taksal at Chowk Mehta, which 
is one of the main recruiting 
centres for terrorists, has been 
giving amrit to as many as 200 
persons a day against 10 to 15 
a year ago, and no less than 
7,000 people attended the 
Bhog ceremony for Waryam 
Singh Khapianwala, the chief 
killer in the Khudda bus 
massacre of November 30, 
1986. 

The role of the language 
press in Punjab should not be 
underestimated. In the period 
from 1870 to 1925, Punjabi and 
English language papers were 
used regularly by the Singh 
Sabhas and the Tat Khalsa to 
build the consciousness of a 
Sikh identity that was distinct 
from the Hindus. Today the 
language press may be playing 
a similar role in crystallising 
opinion in favour of secession. 

The government has kept in 
jail and therefore out of 
circulation, the only persons 
around whom a rival moderate 
consensus could have been 
built. Chief of these is, of 
course, Mr Parkash Singh 
Badal. It h~s thus obligingly left 
the * clear for the 
sece: jts to take over the 

Sikh . ' in Punjab. 

Mr. C baram’s slighting 
remark auout Mr. Barnala is 
also unfair. True, by May this 
year, Mr. Barnala probably 
commanded only a fraction of 
the suport that had swept the 
Akalis into power only 18 
months earlier. But it is the 
Central government that 
destroyed his base of support. 
It forced him to send the police 
and the paramilitary forces into 
the Golden Temple on April 30 
last year in an empty, symbolic 
gesture. 

This triggered the split in the 
Akali Dal, and destroyed Mr 
Barnala’s support base. As if 
this was not enough, it 
steadfastly refused to redress 
any of the other Sikh 
grievances. New Delhi also 
sabotaged the second effort by 
them to rebuild a moderate 
consensus that would isolate 
the terrorists and look for a 
solution to the Punjab problem 
within the framework of the 
Indian Constitution. This was 
the formation of the new 
unified Akali Dal under the 
patronage of Mr. Darshan 
Singh Ragi. 

Political Settlement 

N ew Delhi allowed, and 
quite possibly 

instigated, the wholesale 
arrest of MLAs and jathedars 
belonging to the new UAD, and 


when the Ragi hammered out a 
framework of a political 
settlement in Punjab with the 
help of Sushil Muni, to which 
the Manjit faction of the AISSF 
was willing to subscribe, and 
which was also acceptable to 
some of the terrorist leaders 
like Avtar Singh Brahma, Mr. 
Buta Singh made a point of 
disowning Sushil Muni on the 
floor of the Lok Sabha 

By doing so, he discredited 
the Ragi, and destroyed his till 
then rising influence over the 
extremists. This was vividly 
demonstrated at the 
convention of Sikh groups that 
the Ragi held in the Golden 
Temple on August 4. The 
terrorists’ representatives 
insulted and threatened him, 
and refused to have anything to 
do with any resolution that did 
not ask for Khalistan. To cap it 
all, New Delhi has now failed to 
understand the reasons for his 
retreat from the Golden 
Temple. 

Mr Darshan Singh Singh 
Ragi is in effect proclaiming 
that he still stands by his 
commitment to non-violence, 
still condemns the slaughter of 
innocents by the terrorists, and 
still adheres to his belief that 
the Sikhs must unite and seek 
refress of their grievances 
peacefully, but that he has 
nothing to offer the Sikhs in 
lieu of what the terrorists are 
offering. He has therefore no 
•alternative but to leave the 
field. 

His action has placed the 
average Sikh in a dilemma. He 
can support the terrorists but 
only in the knowledge that the 
Akal Takht frowns on this 
support. There is thus still a 
faint chance for the Centre to 
capitalise on this, and to 
strengthen Mr. Darshan 
Singh's hands. It can release 
Mr. Badal and other UAD 
leaders and the Jodhpur 
detenus, commute the jawans' 
sentences and above all 
declare a moratorium on police 
action in Punjab, combined 
with amnesty for those who lay 
down their nrms. But in a few 
weeks even this chance will 
disappear. 

The shadowy "Panthic 
Committee" has called a Sarbat 
Khalsa on the Diwali day. Like 
the one it held on January 26, 
1986, this too will probably be 
attended by only 20.000 to 
30,000 people. But the fact that 
it will have been held in the 
Golden Temple, without 
opposition from the SGPC, will 
give it the necessary credibility 
with the rural Sikh peasantry. 

The Sarbat Khalsa will expel 
Darshan Singh Ragi and 
appoint another head priest in 
his place. When this happens, 
the SGPC will be finished. With 
it the era of Akali dominance of 
Sikh politics which began in 
1920 will close. Both the Ragi 
and the UAD would have 
become irrelevant, and New 
Delhi would face secession 
(Courtesy Times of India) 


To Our Subscribers 

The annual subscription of a large number of annual subscribers 
has already fallen due. We are sending reminders to individual sub- 
scribers. Kindiy renew your subscription fro continued despatch 
of the Forum Gazette by cheque, draft or Money Order to 

The Manager 
The Forum Gazette, 

3 Masjid Hoad Bhogal 
New Delhi - 110014 
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Inttelectuals Call 

Time For Politic 


T he Forum Gazette 

organised a seminar on 
the latest political 

situation in Punjab at India 
International Centre, New 
Delhi, on 19th August 1987. We 
bring to you a summary of the 
proceedings of the seminar 
which one way or the other is 
related to our interests as 
citizens of democratic India. 

Agonising Situation 

T he chairman, Sh. I.K. 
Gujral prefaced the 
proceedings with brief 
and pointed remarks. He 
suggested that in the present 
agonising situation the 
participants should attend to 
situation as it has shaped in 
1987. He outlined four major 
turning points in that 
development. First, the January 
1987 Sarbat Khalsa at Amritsar 
saw the consolidation of the 
militants at the cost of Tohra- 
Badal faction of Sikh 
leadership. Second, the 4th 
August Convention witnessed a 
challenge from the militants to 
the UAD leaders. Three, the 
dissmissal of Barnala govern- 
ment proclaimed the most 
moderate of the Akali factonsas 
irrelevant to the imbroglio. Four 
the outcome of Haryana 
elections have rendered the 
possibility of realisation of the 
settlement arrived at with Sant 
Longowal in 1985. 

He avered that governor’s 
rule has not manifested any 
political initiative. Nor has it 
mobilized the people of Punjab 
agaisnt the prolongation of the 
issues in dispute. 

The white-washing efforts of 
the Mishra commision has 
embittered the Sikhs further. As 
.a result of all the above 
mentioned factors the com- 
munal relations have suffered a 
set-back. 

He concluded by saying that 
the violence in Punjab and 
other places has reached a 
point where it hurts 
everybody — the people in 
Punjab, outside Punjab and 
everywhere. We are in an 
agonising situation. 

Dr. Amrik Singh ex-Vice- 
Chancellor outlined the 
considerations which made the 
Seminar necessary. He in- 
formed the house that the 4th 
August convention has 
received only a ‘patchy 
treatment' at the hands of the 
national press. He deemed the 
convention as a mile-stone in 
the sequence of Punjab politics. 
He told the house that the 
convention has decisivily 
rejected the cult of the bullet 
and the path of violemce in the 
face of opposition from the 
militants. The retreat of Pro. 
Darshan Singh, however, has 
again put some of the things in 
the melting-pot. One of the 
consequences of this long leave 
may beaconvocatonofanother 
sarbat-khalsa by his opponents 
and his removal from the 
position of acting Jathedar of 
the Akal takht, Amritsar. 

Dr. Amrik Singh argued that 
time is calling for a political 
initiative in Punjab. 

G.S. Sandhu of the Forum 
Gazette presented a written 
discussion paper. Some 
excerpts from the same. 


Let me begin with clearing 
the single major obstacle to an 
honest understanding of the 
issues to be discussed below. 
That single major obstacle is 
the opinion of the courtiers and 
the hostages. The most 
unfortunate outcome of the 
opinion of the courtiers was the 
assasination of Smt. Indira 
Gandhi. She was duped into 
relaxation by the courtiers after 
Operation Blue-star. Punjab 
Congress leaders dinned into 
her ears that the operation 
was a great cleanising 
operation and the Sikhs as a 
people were thankful to her 
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boldness for the same. They 
made her believe that only 
some half-mad Akalis were 
going about protesting against 
this noble deed. 

The second appearance of 
this kind of false reporting by 
the courtiers is contemporary 
to us. The opinion of the 
hostages combines with that of 
the courtiers. The Sikhs 
outside Punjab, particularly the 
traders and industrialists, need 
the supoort of the government 
of the day. Reprisals against 
them during the last few years 
have shown their vulnerability. 
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They are economically, 
politically and physically 
vulnerable. They are treated as 
hostages for the events in 
Punjab. They have few rights 
as citizens of India. These 
hapless people had always 
deemed themselves to be a 
shade better than first class 
citizens. The difference 
between their self- 
understanding and reality has 
pulverised them morally. They 
go about saying that there are 
no issues at stake, no 
substance involved in the 


wrangles but only politics of 
some politicians. The terrorists 
are only some maniacs and no 
more etc. 

The opinion of the courtiers 
and the hostages joints with 
the fast moving world of the 
morlnlng dallies. All three 
combine to create an 
Impression that 1984 Is 
somewhere In the remote past. 
The reality In Punjab, the Sikh 
heartland, Is quite different. 
1984 Is for the Sikhs In Punjab 
a jeering, mocking, and 
excruciating present. The 
worst part Is that it Is a 
prolongd present. Punjab Is 
denied self-government, 

presumption of innocence 
when accused, open trial and 
such elementary benefits of 
civilised government as access 
to the detainee. In addition it Is 
widely believed that people are 
being shot In false encounters. 
Whoever will dare judge these 
conditions as normal and yet 
deemed objective? 

Ground-swell 

The fact is that there is a 
tremendous ground-swell as a 
reaction to the events of 1984. 

The militants deem 1984 as 
the point of no return. They see 
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the November riots as a notice 
to Sikhs to fall back on Punjab 
or perish. They feel that the 
government of Indian is 
conducting a war of attrition 
against the entire Sikh 
population of this country. 
Acceptance of the challenge 
follows. The political 
understanding of the militants 
is down-to-earth and realistic. 
It is cynical with regard to the 
Sikhs outside Punjab. They are 
written off, without batting an 
eyelid. They know their own 
side rather well and see no 
future for the Sikhs in India. 

The militants deem Akalis 
and other partisans of 
parliamentary democracy as 
more dangerous than the 
enemies In arms. This doctrine 
has percolated to them from 
the remnants of Naxallsm In 
Punjab. Wherever possible the 
militants snatch the control of 
men and Institutions away from 
the Akalis. They are afraid the 
Akalis will torpedo the struggle 
for Independence by arriving at 
some settlement with the 
government. All Akali factions 
are deemed equally Irrelevant 
by them. 


The ground swell we have 
refered to is not abating in spite 
of repression by the state. 
Repression is galvanising 
resistance. Inthe Sikh ethos, a 
human being shot dead by the 
state stands out as a 
resplendent character. His 
death washes away his earlier 
defects as well. 

The AISSF has it as a settled 
policy to nominate and elevate 
the victims of state violence or 
their next of kin to the district 
and local units. They drive the 
Akalis out of gurdwaras and 
other institutions and instal 
people who are bitter on 
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account of repression. 

Institutions 

T he control of the Golden 
Temple complex is virtu- 
ally in the hands of the 
activists from the AISSF. The 
SGPC has only a nominal title 
to the place. In short the Akalis 
are losing control of the Sikh 
institutions. The secular 
institutions are in control of the 
Governor. As a result the 
legislators elected in 1985 are 
without any institutional 
backing so as to become 
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effective. 

This is In order here to recall 
that 1985 assesmbly elections 
were held after the Accord and 
were therefore a verdict for de- 
escalatlon and political 

settlement. Once again we 
witness escalation of conflict In 
Punjab and this remains a fact 
contrary to claims made by the 
authorities. 

Khalistani strategy has been 
consistent and simple: force 
communal divide on the 

population and escalate the 
confrontation into an all out 


war as if between two nations. 
The activists tried to force the 
general population in Punjab 
into communal conflict but did 
not succeed. In November 1984 
the killers in Delhi tried the 
same but did not fail as much. 
The single greatest vindication 
of Tohra’s thesis-Sikhs a 
separate nation-was provided 
by the rioters in 1984. This 
response encouraged the 
Khalistanis to conclude that 
Khalistan is just some murders 
away. 

Esclation-Deesclation 

I am suggesting here that 
escalation, de-escalation 
and re-escalatlons of the 
confrontation arising out of 
Punjab agitation of the early 
1980s is a kind of vote for or 
against Khalistan by all those 
who are involved in this 
imbroglio. It therefore 
becomes necessary to chart 
out some phases of this 
confrontation. 

Up to July 1985 we saw the 
first phase of escalation. In 
July 1985 an attempt at de- 
escalation was made through 
the Accord. The Sikh 
population responded to de- 
escalation very enthusiastically. 
Though the militants murdered 
Sant Longowal, his party won a 
record number of seats in the 
state legislative assembly. The 
accord died an early death and 
is no more an issue in Punjab. 
Barnala, the band-master of 
the Accord, diedpolitically the 
day he lost control of the SGPC 
to the other faction of the Akalis 
The Akalis as exponents of 
control of the complex and the 
SGPC, which they are losing. 
In short we are witnessing 
another round of escalation, 
which is duly reciprocated by 
the central government. 

This re-escalation is 
qualitatively different from the 
earlier phases of escalation. It 
is nursed by the bitterness of 
1984 events. It is pervasive, 
resolute and wide-spread. It 
tends to reject the democratic 
ways of give and take. The 
exponents of political 
settlement i.e. the Akalis are 
losing control over the 
institutions necessary to give 
concrete shape to any 
settlement if even arrived at in 
the near future. 

The 4th August conventionis 
better understood within this 
larger context and its phase of 
re-escalation. The convention 
was a fairly representative 
assemblyof the Sikhs. It was 
orderly, well-conducted and 
democratic. The militants 
participated in it and presented 
their various points of views. At 
the end of the long drawn 
discussion the resolution 
passed was the Punjabi version 
of Pt. Jawahar Lai Nehru's 
affirmation ibublished in the 
Statesman, Calcutta, dated 7th 
July 1946. He affirmed, “I see 
nothing wrong in an area and a 
set up in the north where the 
Sikhs can experience the glow 
of freedom”. The resolution 
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was unanimously passed and 
approved by the house. 
Against the back-drop of the 
extremist assertions that 
nothing short of Khalistan is to 
be accepted and the struggle 
will continue till that is 
achieved, this resolution is 
tantamount to voing down 
secession by the convention. 

For those who know the 
Sikhs in their ordinary lives 
such an affirmation was just 
redundant. The Sikhs as a 
people never appreared to be 
keen separatists. As a people 
they are the most open and 
convivial lot. They are not only 
rion-bigoted but. actually 
hostile to all kinds of bigotry. 
Yet their leaders chose to raise 
alarms about their identity and 
the need to do things to protect 
it. The leaders were 
distinguished by astounding 
chicanry. S. Hukam Singh 
whose party spoke of not 
accepting the 1950 
Constitution of India signed 
constitutional documents for 
fifteen years and only God 
knows their number. Panth 
Rattan Master Tara Singh 
ordered his men into the 
Congress and then ordered 
them out in 1957. S. Surjit 
Singh Barnala tore down the 
constitution of India at Bangla 
Sahib gurdwara and them 
swore to abide by the same 
constitution. He has of course 
been in illustrious company in 
performing these monkey- 
tricks. , 

The same kind of oracular 
obscurity is rife in the 
Anandpur resolution which 
apart from obscurity is 
idefensible because it asks for 
a degree of de-centralisation 
attained in no other federation 
of the world. This obscurity 
had the potential to mobilize 
the Sikhs for the morcha but 
provided ground to its 
adversaries to denounce Sikhs 
as secessionists. The 
youngsters ignorant of the 
tricks the leaders play upon the 
masses took the programme 
literally and are now hell bent 
on either making the leaders 
achieve the goals go down 
fighting. If they sense that the 
Akalis are dragging their feet 
they chastise them. If they 
think that autonomy can be 
attained by escalation they do 
so unhesitatingly and 
fearlessly. 

No Perspective 

O n the other hand the 
government of India 
wants to settle matters 
in a way which does not 
concede 1984 status quo ante 
rights, liberties and democratic 
standing. Instead of settling the 
matters it just wants to subdue 
the entire Sikh population 
through special laws, 
ordinances, and autocratic, 
exective action. They seem to 
have burnt all books of history 
or choose not to look into 
them. When unions begin an 
agitation they begin by 


claiming the entire factory for 
the workers. Often things are 
settled after modest give and 
take, but very rarely do the 
agitators settle on less than 
ante bellum. Here we have a 
government which wants to 
settle matters at less than the 
ante bellum level with the Sikhs 
who are proud of their 
perseverence. As a result we 
have a phase of re-escalation. 

By passing a resolution 
which is a shade milder than 
the one for the formation of a 
linguistic state the convention 
has travelled a long distance 
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and voted down the Idea of 
secession explicitly in a 
democratic way. In no small 
measure it is a personal 
achievement of Prof. Darshan 
Singh, the acting Jathedar of 
Akal Takhat and the single 
most influential Sikh leader at 
present. 

The convention has 
.performed one half part in this 
‘second bid at de-escalation. 
The other half is dependent on 
the Govt, of India. If this 
opportunity is used for further 
de-escalation by showing 
willinguess to act politically & 
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settle matters democratically 
peace may return to the 
harrassed people of Punjab. If 
on the contrary, the 
government of India reads in 
this gesture a willingness to 
submit them his labour of love 
will be lost and the militants 
will make all democrats 
irrelevant. 

De-escalate 

D istiguished commentator 
Prem Shanker Jha 
opened the discussion 
with the following remarks. 

We should try to get across to 


the government the importance 
of time. Jathedar has sided with 
those who want to see an end of 
the wastefull conflict going on 
in Punjab. Whetherthe militants 
carry the Sikh population with 
them or not dependsentirely on 
the central government which 
shows little, imagination to act 
rightly at the right time. 

S. Buta Singh has no plans for 
a situation which will emerge if 
police repression fails to catch 
up with the last terrorist in 
Punjab. 

The strategy In Punjab 
should be to build a moderate 
cantre If it is humanly possible. 
This is the only realistic way to 
contain terror. In order to 
achieve this de-escalation of 
the present confrontation is a 
must. Release the Jodhpur 
detenues, restore army 
deserters and take steps to 
isolate the terrorists. Restore 
democratic government In 
Punjab and then negotiate with 
them about the remaining 
issues. He felt that time is 
running out and Diwall is the 
dateline for the friends of 
democracy. 

Political Settlement 

B .G. Verghese deemed 
Professor Darshan 

.Singh’s efforts as an 
opportunity which must be 
seized in the interest of 
democracy. He felt that to treat 
the whole problem as a law and 
order problem will not work. 
The political initiative must 
have precedence over the 
"military” solution. Political 
settlement is good in Sri Lanka. 
It is good in Punjab as well. So 
long as willingness to talk is not 
shown the parties for the talks 
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will not shape into being. If the 
willingness to talk issufficiantly 
known the response will bring 
forth parties willing to talk. 
Therefore it is necessary 
that the government should 
make it known that it is willing 
to talks to all organisations of 
good-will working for peace 
and settlement in Punjab. 

The government of India 
should bring together the 
detained leaders and help them 
take a fresh look at the Punjab 
scene. May be new initative 
emerges there. 

A broad based democratic 
government should be installed 
in Punjab and dialogue about 
the affairs of the state and the 
nation be initiated at the 
earliest. The most important 
stake is the sustainance of a 
democratic polity. 

He suggested freezing of 
Chandigarh as an issue and 
encouragement to both Punjab 
and Haryana to build new 
capitals. Thecountry willy-nilly 
goes on spending crores on the 
routine urbanisatin. New capital 
projects’ will not entail extra 
financiaf burden. The resources 
devoted to urbanisation will be 
diverted to the new capitals. 

He felt that all these good 


things can be done without any 
serious erosion of the earlier 
stand of the government of 
India. 

He- concluded on an 
imperative note. We must come 
out of old grooved thinking. We 
must think afresh on issues like 
water, territory and 

Chandigarh. The central 
government must start a 
dialogue. Otherwise we will 
continue to travel along a 
barren and bitter path. 

Interests of Punjab 

K uldip Nayyar started on a 
different note and asked 
the house not to delude 
itself. He thought the 
convention has made matters 
worse than before. From the 
demands of Punjab we have 
moved to the demands of the 
Sikhs. There r is no more talk ot 
Punjab, the ijtterets of Punjab, 
and Punjabiat. The issue nas 
become more communal. Every 
settlement has to be sold to the 
entire country. Rajiv found it 
hard to sell even the 1985 
accord to the country. Who will 
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dare sell a communally 
conceived settlement to the 
country as a whole. The 
solution to Punjab problem is 
still the 1985 accord. 
Chandigarh must go to Punjab. 
The Eradi award has done great 
injustice to Punjab. Its 
implementation will render 1.5 
million acres dry in Punjab. We 
must fight against this. 

Panjabi tradition is basically 
Sikh tradition. We have to nurse 
this tradition to its old good 
health. Terrorism is out to ruin 
this legacy. Sikh tradition does 
not warrant killing of innocent 
way-farers. 



He reminded all concerned 
that more powers for the states 
cannot be an exclusively 
Punjab affair. We have to take 
others along with us in this 
struggle. We all belong to this 


country and nothing should be 
done against the interest of the 
country as a whole. 

The Glow of Freedom 

R ajinder Sareen from the 
Tribune group asked the 
question as to what had 
earlier prevented the Punjabis 
to experience the glow of 
freedom? Punjabis had 
flourished more than any other 
community during the four 
decades of independence. This 
was possible because we 
enjoyed the glow of freedom. 
Freedom has to be enjoyed 
along with others. States must 
have more powers and 
resources and must grow in 
harmony with others. 

Prof. Phadnis from the 
Jawahar Lai University 
expressed the view that so long 
as terror matters as the sole 
arbiter things will not getsorted 
out. We have to throw up more 
constructive patterns of politics 
and human management. 

Missed Opportunities 

D r. Amrik Singh intervend 
to assert that whenever 
the militants agreed to 
cooperate with other 
formations the opportunity was 
wasted away by all concerned. 
Once again we find that Prof. 
Darshan Singh's efforts to wean 
away the militants from the cult 
of violence are not getting the 
kind of support they deserve 
from all the democratic minded 
people. Professor’s offer to the 
militants to lead the Panth is not 
strategy but a debating point 
against them. He stands for a 
moderate political position. He 
should be strengthened and 
supported. Moderates have 
invariably lost because no body 
exerted to build them up 

Sikhs most Prosperous 

D r. Sita Ram from Andhra 
Pradesh joined the issues 
with the remark; After 
Parsees the Sikhs are the most 
prosperous community in 
India, they have no ground to 
support a case of 

discrimination against them in 
India. 

Col. Manohar Singh 
educated him about the 

grievances of the Sikhs. Col. 

singh pointed out that since 
1982 Asiads no effort has 
been spared to insult 

the Sikhs as a people. The 
worst are the instances of 
burning the holy granth. How 
can the Sikhs be deemed 
secure in a country where 
nobody is punished for burning 
their scriptures by hired 
arsonists? He wanted the 
leaders to be released and the 
political process set in motion 
to put an end to terror and 
violence. The old standing of 
the Sikhs has to be restored 
before any peace can become 
.secure. 

Vijay Partap from Sampooran 
Kranti Manch affirmed that Sant 
Bhinderanwale and Smt. Indira 
Gandhi built each other up. As a 
result the entire political 
descourse in the country has 
become divisive. Secularism 
has been given a go bye. If some 
Thakurs are killed in Bihar a 
monument comes into being. If 
some commoners are killed 


I am. suggesting here that escalation, de- 
escalation and re-escalations of the 
confrontation arising out of Punjab agitation of 
the early 1980s is a kind of vote for or against 
Khalistan by all those who are involved in this 
imbroglio. It therefore becomes necessary to 
chart out some phases of this confrontation. 


5 September— 19 September 1987 


5 




THE 

FORUM 

GAZETTE 


Meeting of Singh Sabhas at 


What an Encounter! 


Not a terrorist, 


Gurudwara RakabGanj Sahib, 


A meeting of various Singh 
Sabhas of Delhi was convened 
by the Sikh Forum at 
Gurudwara Rakab Ganj on 21 
August to lake stock of the 4th 
August Amritsar convention. 

Earlier a similar meeting was 
held on 1 st August to formulate 
an opinion for presentation at 
4th August convention. 
Consequently a three member 
team consisting of Dr. Maheep 
Singh, S. Gurmukh Singh Jeet 
and Prof Maheep Singh was 
sent by the Sikh Forum to 
participate in the convention. 


steps can be taken as wrong 
because such perfect peace 
never becomes a reality. He 
made it clear that 
the trickle of terror helps the 
government. This must stop. 
Our struggle is through unity, 
democracy and persistance. He 
added. 

Prof. Darshan Singh had taken 
a bold decision. He had rejected 
bullet and violence. Jathedar’s 
efforts should have been 
reinforced and supported. 

We must assert our democratic 
rights. Sikhs were constituted 



Dr. Maheep Singh addressing the Convention 


Dr. A.S. Narang, recounted 
the 1st August meeting of the 
Singh Sabhas, and the 
partcipation of the Sikh Forum 
delegation at 4th August 
convention. 

S. Maheep Singh urged upon 
the house to be proud of 
history. Gurudwara reform 
movement had established 
patterns of struggle which 
ought to be re-adapted once 
again for the achievement of 
goals of the Sikh community. 
He made it clearthat 
the Sikhs do not want 
separation from India. They 
want an honourable place in 
India's national life. He realised 
that 

at present the leadership is 
divided and direction-less. The 
Forum team met the Jathdear 
Sri Akal Takht on 3 August 
1987. We found him very 
constructive in his approach to 
the problems and receptive to 
the suggestion that bullet is not 
the right weapon for the 
struggle. He recounted that 
during the convention the 
participants deliberated on the 
goal of the Panth, the means to 
achieve the same and the 
question of leadership of the 
struggle. 

The tone of meeting was set by 
Sekhwan, who set the goal as 
autonomy within the union of 
India. He spoke for democratic 
means. Jathedar Sekhwan 
suggested that Jathedar Akal 
Takht should lead this struggle. 

He recounted his own speach 
at the convention. At the 
convention, Dr. Maheep Singh 
espoused autonomy, peaceful 
agitation and leadership of the 
Akal T akht. Jathedar advised by 
a council of twenty one. 
General J.S. Aurora stressed 
the importance of settling 
matters at the earliest. The 
government stance that terror 
must end before any political 


oy the Gurus to fight for the 
rights of mankind. It is good if 
Prof. Darshan Singh leads the 
Sikhs. If not, the Sikhs are 
capable of throwing up new 
leadership. 

S. Gurnam Singh told how, in 
Ashok Vihar Hindus and Sikhs 
jointly celebrated Janam 
Ashtmi. He suggested that 
people in different localities 
should be educated politically 
by the Forum. 

Col. Manohar Singh asked all 
present to think of ways and 
means to strengthen Prof. 
Darshan Singh in Sikh affairs. 
The Forum must contribute its 
utmost for this purpose. He 
suggested that a team should 
approach the Sikh leaders for 
this purpose. S. Jaswant Singh 
(Majlis Park) insisted that for 
Sikhs, religion and politics are 
inseparable. 

Mrs. Chandanwant Kaur told 
the audience to support 
Jathedar Sri Akal Takht in 
unison. 

S. Harcharan Singh (R.K. 
Puram) suggested that the 
rapport between Delhi and 
Punjab should be continued 
and strengthened. He further 
suggested that Hindus and 
Sikhs should jointly take up the 
Punjab issues. 

Advocate Maini Sahib, insisted 
that the Sikhs must unite. This 
is the only way to resist on 
slaught on Sikh rights and 
liberties. He felt that S.S. 
Barnala is playing a divisive role 
in the Sikh Panth. S. S.S. 
Barnala should be psessusised 
by the Sikh people to join the 
Sikh mainstream. He insisted 
that the Sikhs are not for 
Khalistan. The youth shout for 
Khalistan as a protest against 
government repression. 


Amritsar Aug. 24. The eye- 
witness acounts of the last 
night’s ‘encounter’ have given it 
a new turn. 

According to the eye-witness 
the entire episode resulted from 
a minor road accident., 
Thekedar Sardul Singh was 
going on his scooter on the mall 
road in Amritsar when he had a 
minor collision with a woman. 
She fell to the ground. The 
crowd around shouted 'mar 
gayee’ ‘mar gayee’. Sardul 
Singh got scared lest the crowd 
thrashes him. He ran away from 


New Delhi, Monday 16th 
Aug 87 Consequent on 
the publication of the above 
cartoon in the Weekly Blitz 
of 25th July, the Sikh Forum 
protested to the Editor that 
the cartoon was in 
extremely bad taste. Not 
only is the fact of kicking 
out of the out-going 
President by the new 
President incorrect, the 
office of the President 
should not have been 
subjected to ridicule, 
thereby reducing its 
importance and compromi- 
sing its dignity. Moreover, 


the scene. He was apprehended 
by the policemen on duty at 
some distance. In the melee one 
of the policemen fired his gun 
which unfortunately killed his 
own colleaugue. To cover it up 
the police party shot Sardul 
Singh to death and dressed it up 
as an encounter with a 
‘terrorist.’ 

SSP Izhar Alam has ordered 
an inquiry into the incident. The 
people in the city are shocked 
and angry over this day-light 
murder. 


this cartoon the was humi- 
liating to the Sikh 
community as its symbol of 
the turban had been kicked 
off in a political changeover. 

The Blitz Editor has now 
published the following 
apology, in its issue of 15th 
August 1987:- 

Apologies 

THE Cartoon appearing 
along with the item 
“Optimism and Experi- 
ence” (Personalities and 
Poisonalities, BLITZ, July 
25, 1987) was not 

intended to hurt anyone's 


but only a 
petty thief 

Mahender Singh Anand of 
Khanpur, South Delhi, received 
a letter at his house on August 
12, purportedly written by a 
member of the "Bhindranwale 
Tiger Force”, which accused 
him of not supporting the 
Punjab terrorists and 

threatened that he and his 

relatives would be killed if he 
did not extend support at once. 
Anand informed the police. 

On Thursday,-* Anand 
received a telephone call. The 
caller identified himself as the 
sender of the letter and 
demanded that Anand keep 

Rs. 50,000 under a park bench 
in Pandav Nagar within a few 
houra. 

The police surrounded the 
area, elated at the prospect of 
arresting a hard-core terrorist. 
But ultimately, the man who 
was caught when he came and 
allegedly picked up the bag 
containing the money was 

Ashwani Kumar Bedi, a 
resident of Dev Nagar, with a 
long history of petty thefts. 


feelings. Our apoligies to 
those readers wno have 
found this cartoon 
objectionable. 

—Editor 
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40 Years of Freedom 


Continued from page 2 
attempt to undermine the 
effectiveness of the police force 
and render it partisan" says 
P.R. Rajgopal in Hindustan 
Times. 

“Concept is growing that police 
can function on their own, 
without administrative support 
from all other departments and 
services”. “We are definately 
ROBERIO: "We are definately 
in the wrong if we give the 
impression to the police, and to 
i 


everyone in the land, that the 
police alone can suppress 
serious crimes like rioting and 
terrorism” points 
K.F. Rustamji in Hindustan 
Times. 

“The growing fury of 
successionist terrorism, it is 
admitted, can hardly be curbed 
by police action alone, however 
valuable Riberio’s contribution 
towards combating that 


menance may be”. Nikhil 
Chakravarthy suggests in The 
Telegraph. 

An apt advice, 

"We should always celebrate 
15th August, not as the Day of 
Independence, but as a Day of 
Inter-dependence-the depen- 
dence of the 25 States upon one 
another, the dependence of our 
manifold communities upon 
one another, the dependence of 
the numerous casts upon one 
another” Finally suggests N.A. 
Palkhivala 

in Hindustan Times. 
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Land slide Disaster 
in Himalayan 

Villages-ll 


in this second part of 
his report on landslides 
in Garhwal, Navin 
Nautiyal talks to the 
people of several 
endangered villages, 
and indicts the 
government’s apathy 
towards them. 

T he unpertainity and terror 
which the people of 
endangered villages have 
to undergo, however, cannot 
be captured in dry statistics. 
But the government’s efforst to 
protect the endangered 
villages are extremely weak 
and tardy. People of Sirwar 
village had long been 
conscious of the disasters 
which finally struck them last 
year. In fact three persons from 
here were killed earlier also in 
this village. This is why the 
villagers had been appealing to 
the government to resettle 
them at a safer place. It is true 
that the government provided 
them an alternative site, but 
this was so small that the 


village could not possibly shift 
here. What is more, at a later 
stage even this land proved to 
be disaster-prone. 

Last year when this reporter 
went to Sirvaar village after the 
tragedy, the villagers were so 
upset that they said that if-the 
government does not resettle 
them at a proper place they will 
probably be forced to desert 
the village en masse on their 
own. “If the government wants 
us to stay here then it means 
that it wants to kill us', said 
Gyan Devi, a woman of this 
village Some other villages of 
Lashtar Valley such as 
Jakhwari, Maithana and 
Dharkundi are also living in 
uncertainity and terror. 

No Place to Live 

P eople of Kyaaki village, 
the site of another recent 
major landslide, had to 
live in the cattlesheds of a 
neighbouring village Saintuna 
for several days. They also 
perceive a threat to their life in 
remaining to live in their 
village. In Nal Gadhera village 
of this district houses of ten 
families have been badly 


Navin Nautiyal 

damaged. During the rainy 
season these villagers are 
forced to seek shelter in 
another village for fear of 
losing their lives. In 
Dogrikands village several 


, s 


fields and cattlesheds were 
destroyed and the villagers 
sought shelter in a nearby 
forest. Other endangered 
villages in Chomoli district 
include Phaali population 
300), Koelak (Pop. 400) and 
Heena population 70) People 
of all these villages are 
demanding resettlement but 
the government has generally 
turned a deaf ear to their pleas. 

Fissures have appeared in 
several houses in Lakhwar 
village of Dehradun district. 
Construction of Lakhwar dam 
near this village is likely to 
accelerate the process of 
landslides. 

Even the organisation of 
relief by the government is 
’ highly inadequate. People of 
Sirvaar recalled this relief, ‘we 
were called several kms away 
at a motor-road by the tehsildar 




Siteil 


who gave each of us a blanket, 
3 kg. of rice and 100 gms. of 
sugar. Why were we called so 
far away for this meagre help? 
Those families which have 
suffered loss of life of one 
person destroyed were given 
Rs. 5000 and those families 
whose house had been 
destroyed were given Rs. 5000 
hardly adequate for the repair 
work. 

Even medical aid has not 
been readily available. When 
injured Gulabu of Kyaku village 
was brought to the district 
hospital in Gopeshwar by his 
brother, doctors ignored him. 
His injuries deteriorated. With 
great difficulty and after much 
running around his brother 
could get some treatment for 
his to save his life, (concluded) 
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Mining And 
Landslides 

Bharat Dogra 

Elm village of Switzerland was located in any case in a 
hazard zone, but by systematically removing the slate from 
the valley side the quarry operators gradually undermined 
the upper cliffs and provoked huge rockfalls in the year 
1981. Just within 20 minutes more than 10 million cubic 
metres of rocks collapsed, by burying an area of 90 
hectares and killing 115 people. 

The rockfall at Frank, Albert Canada in the year 1903 
which idled 70 people and buried Frand town can largely be 
blamed on careless mining. An official report published by 
the Geological Survey of Canada said “Of the various 
causes which were responsible for the big slide there can 
be no question but mining of the coal was a prime one. 
Coal mining at the foot of the valley side not only removed 
some of the supporting rocks but altered the groundwater 
characteristics of the overlying rocks by changing their 
drainage attributes. 

On 21 October 1966 in the tiny coal mining town of 
Aberfan in South Wales the 250 metre high, rain-soaked tip 
to mining waste which stood on the valley side above the 
town collapsed and flowing downwards, engulfed a row of 
houses and a school, killing 144 people, including 116 
school children. A former headmaster of the school had 
given repeated warnings of this danger, but these were 
ignored. 
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• Minority Rights 

• Civil Liberties 

• Equality for Women 

• Democratic Values 

• Environmental Protection 


A Career of Folly 

The National Security 
Act 

There is considerable truth in the popular saying that in order to 
cover up one lie one has to speak several others. The Centre’s 
policy towards Punjab is an example of that. 

The original mistake was made in the early ’80’s when the late 
Prime Minister, for entirely factional reasons, decided to 
complicate the Punjab issue so that she could get political mileage 
out of it. If it hurt the inte'rests of the country in the bargain, it was 
too bad. The interests of the party had to be given priority, that 
seemed to be the approach. 

It should not be necessary to go over all the details except to refer 
to the Accord with Sant Longowal and the manner in which it was 
betrayed. The consequences are there for everyone to see. Once 
again, it should not be necessary to recount them except to refer to 
the disgraceful conduct of the Akali party. 

Barnala did not have assertion enough to resign when a date laid 
down in the Accord for the transfer of Chandigarh was allowed to 
pass. Nor can one do anything but deplore the conduct of Badal 
and his friends who chose to split the party and, wittingly or 
unwittingly, played the Centre's game. This is not to suggest that 
the Barnala government would have survived in office in that case. 
Technically speaking, it still enjoyed the majority when it was 
dismissed. In other words, united or divided, they could have met 
the same fate as has been met to the Barnala group now. 

It is commonly recognised that the decision to dismiss the 
Barnala government was largely determined to facilitate the 
Congress victory in Haryana. An Equally weighty consideration 
perhaps the decision to take on the terrorists and liquidate them it 
possible. They are being liquidated and to that extent the design 
would be carried out. The question to ask, however, is: will it mean 
an end to terrorism? 

The answer is a categorical No. Terrorism will decline but it will 
not disappear. For every terrorist who dies, another two are born. 
This is because the causes which give birth to terrorism are not 
identified or tackled. Terrorismis a manifestation and expression of 
the manner in which Punjab polity has been handled for several 
years. All kinds of things have contributed to it including some side 
effects of the Green Revolution. Equally powerful has been the role 
of the nexus between crime and politics, between politics and 
smuggling and the general tenor of the social and political life that 
has prevailed in that state for a number of years. 

The passage of the National Security Act with far reaching 
powers vested in the State government to cope with terrorism is to 
be seen in the context described above. In a sense this is the last 
but one weapon left with the Centre. There is only one weapon 
more which the Centre can use now and it may be used before this 
year is out. That is the use of the army, but for anyone to imagine 
that this will put an end to terrorism will be to misread the history of 
terrorism. 

Terrorism is born as a result of certain peculiar social and 
political conditions. Those conditions have been at work in the 
state of Punjab for several decades. Unless those conditions are 
taken care of, terrorism will continue to exist. Maybe it can be 
prevented from riding high as it has been riding for sometime, but 
terrorism will never disappear. This is a lesson' which those in 
authority refuse to learn. 

Why only those in authority? Even those who do not wield the 
authority of the state are equally blind to the logic of what has been 
happening. The Akalis might have done everything to alienate 
themselves from the opposition. But can the opposition be 
described as either being united in its approach or having a clear 
enough set of alternative ideas which will normalise the situation? 

Meanwhile Punjab continues to bleed. The flower of her youth is 
being destroyed. To argue against what is happening will not work. 
This is what Prof. Darshan Singh tried to do but where did he get to. 
Eventually he had to withdraw and leave the field open to the young 
hot heads. As he put "I wish them well and I would like them to 
succeed”. He also added, If they do not, I would be available to 
them for any help I can render." 

These are the words of an experienced but frustrated person. He 
is frustrated because he is unable to carry the young people with 
him, He is unable to do that because he has nothing to offer the 
young people. Even when some kind of an agreement was worked 
out with him and a few others who could speak with authority-, that 
agreement was not honoured. Impatient as young people are and 
unmindful of the consequences to which their conduct exposes 
them, they are going ahead, day after day, with what they consider 
to be the right thing. But anyone can see for himself, it is going to 
lead to more and -more killings and waste of human lives. 

This cause of action is not likely to lead to anything worthwile 
and yet, if one reads what some of these impetuous youngmen 
write, they have no clear idea as to what they are going to achieve. 
All that one can say is that they are determined to die. Die will they. 
But to what end? Nobody has an answer to that question. 


National Security 

Act. 

Counter Productive 
Measure, says Gen. 
Aurora 


T he Internal Security Act 
and Anti-Terrorist Act are 
not only against 
demoratic norms and human 
rights but are counter 
productive for their frequent 
misuse causes lose of 
credibility of the government 
and alienation amongst people 
felt Lt. Gen. J.S. Aurora M.P. 
participating in the debate on 
these bills in Rajya Sabha on 26 
August. 

He opposed the bills and said, 

I think it is my conscientious 
duty that I must object to 
these Bills as they are totally 
against democratic norms and 
human rights. I realise that the 
situation inthecouhtrv aenrallv 
and in Punjab has taken 
on very dangerous 
dimensions. But I must also say 
that it is necessary for the 
Government, the Central 
Government, to try and do a bit 
of introspection to see why it 
has so happened. To think that 
your Internal Security Act 
imposed only one year's 
detention is the reason; the fact 
that the previous law, known as 
the anti-terorist law, was not 
sufficiently deterrent is not the 
factor. 


Lost Credibility 

T he fact is that the 
Government here has 
been guilty of its inability 
to appreciate the situation 
correctly, to realise what has 
turned the people in Punjab 
totally against the Government. 
Why the people in Punjab 
generally and the Sikhs 
particularly have lost 
confidence? The Government 
has lost its credibility with them. 
That is the reason? It has lost its 
credibility because the 
Government has not been able 
to take action against those 
who were guilty of crimes, very 
unspeakable crimes, in the 


(From our Correspondent) 

month of November 1984. A 
charade was created by having 
the Mishra Commission. 
Another charade is being 
created by having these two 
panels. Nobody knows what is 
happening. I can assure you 
that till such time that the 
Government is able to give 
equal justice, till it is impartial in 
treating the guilty wherever 
they are, this aspect of Punjab, 
this situation in Punjab, will not 
improve.... 

And it does not need the 
National Security Act to be 
strengthened and it does not 
need even the Anti-Terrorist 
Act to be resurrected. I would 
like to mention here something 
which has really upset me. 
Under the National Security Act 
I would quote two cases. One is 
about Sardar Badal about 
which I have already made a 
mention in the House. When 
you put a person away in jail 
under the NSA he is not a 
criminal and he must not be 
treated as such. There is 
another case which is even 
more reprehensible. The police 
could not find anything really 
criminal against this person. He 
was an employee of the Reserve 
Bank of India and they put him 
away for one year under the 


National Security Act. He came 
back and he was given a show- 
cuase-notice and dismissed 
from service. Because he had 
been put away under the 
National Security Act for a year, 
which is not supposed to be a 
punishment. 

If you are going to use the 
National security Act in this 
manner, obviously people 
cannot have confidence in you. 
As far as putting people away is 
concerned, I think the case of 
Jodhpur detenus is our 
outstanding example. I say this 
because I asked a question a 
few days ago as to what I was 
happening about the trial of 


Jodhpur detenus as the 
honourable Home Minister had 
mentioned _ that these people 
had been ' charged under a 
certain section and their trial 
was in progress. The answer I 
have got in reply to my 
question, which arrived 
yesterday, was that the 
Supreme Court had issued a 
stay order. Incidentally, they 
were charged in January 1985, 
six months after they were 
imprisoned and then in July 
1985 the Supreme Court gave a 
stay order and no progress has 
been made since then, which 
means that the Government of 
India is not really wanting 
to see whether these people are 
really guilty or not. They are 
more interested in keeping 
them as detenus. And why? 

I have read an article in the 
Times of India written by an 
eminent editor himself who 
says— “The Prime Minister 
does not want to release these 
detenus because he would like 
to use them as a bargaining 
counter for any decision or any 
discussions that may aris in the 
future.” 

Now, is that moral? Or is that 
immoral? When a Government 
loses its moral authority, it is 
very difficult for that 
Government to be able to 
govern efficiently and 
effectively. 

Counter Productive 

N ow I would like to say a 
few things about the 
Terrorist and Disruptive 
Activities (Prevention) Bill. 
Here again I feel that the first 
Bill itself, instead of serving its 
purpose of being a deterrent, 
had really made people angry, 
made people upset and made 
them realise that they were 
being discrienble against 
because many cases have 
occurred where people have 
been assessble under a 
trumped up charge: such as a 
person at such and such a place 
was shouting Khalistan slogans 
this was euongh to be put their 
away in jail. 

I give you a case which i know 
through personal knowledge. 
One of my employees, whom I 
know, got permission to go to 
Pakistan to see his younger 
brother; he got permission; he 
got foreign exchange. He went 
to Wagha border with his 
mother and his younger 
brother. At that place he was 
stopped for one day saying. 
“We want to make further 
inquiries.” He was again 
stopped for one more day. They 
said, “We still want one more 
day to make further inquiries." 
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On the third day, he was 
charged with having shouted 
Khalistani slogans at one of the 
bus stands and with having said 
that the Hindus must be killed. 
All this time he was in police 
custody. When I came to know 
about it, I did try to find out what 
it was because the concerned 
gentleman, Mr. Sharma, rang 
me up to tell me how one 
employee had been nabbed. It 
took me 53 days to get him out 
and, eventually, there was no 
case against him. I will give you 
another case when you say that 
the police these days is more 
trustworthy and the police 
people are going to abide by the 
law. I think you must have 
heared about this case. 

In Jammu, one Mr. Gurdev 
Singh — I think that is the name 
of this gentleman— was kept in 
police custoday for 19 months. 
Incidentally, he is a British 
subject and the Designated 
Court found that the entire 
charge against him was totally 
baselles And what was the 
charge against him? It was that 
in co-operation with two others, 
he was going to blow up the 
Parliament House, and going to 
murder the vaious VVIPs. The 
whole thing was concocted. 
Not only that. There is another 
adjunct to it. The lady who had 
come from England and did the 
mistake of going and seeing 
him because her mother said, 
"Please go and see him and give 
him some clothes.” was kept in 
custody for eight months and 
later, the Prime Minister’s good 
offices were sought to get her 
released she had to make a 
statement thanking the Prime 
Minister. There are so many 
other stories like this. 

When these stories go back to 
England and other places, what 
do you think the feeling of the 
Sikh community there is? That 
is one thing. I have been 
recently there for about two- 
months, I have been to England 
and America, and it is a job for 
an Indian to try and bring them 
on to a rational level because of 


T he general impression 
that the “glow of free- 
dom" resolution passed at 
the convention of Sikh 
intellectuals at Amritsar on 
August 4 last is on the lines of 
the Anandpur Sahib Resolution 
is erroneous. The two 
resolutions are different from 
each other in context and 
objective. The convention 
resolution is made up of 26 
words only: "The goal of the 
Sikhs is to have an area in 
north India and a political set- 
up where they too can enjoy 
the glow of freedom.” 

The Anandpur Sahib 
Resolution consists of 14 
pages, including a foreward, an 
introduction giving the aims 
and objectives and polical, 
economic and educational 
programmes. The Anandpur 
Sahib Resolution is precise in 
its demands inasmuch it wants 
political and financial 
autonomy not only of Punjab 


these things happening and 
because of various other things 
happening into which I do not 
want to go now. 

One of the things which I 
think is important is about the 
operations being conducted by 
the police in Punjab these days. 
The number of people who talk 
about innocent people being 
killed is endless. I have, at this 
juncture, no particularcasethat 
I can cite. 

The point is that in order 
to make people believe that 
there are no innocent people 
being killed, I have a suggestion 
to make: Would it not be 
worthwhile to send a 
committee — I do not want to go 
there myself— of Members of 
Parliament who could go and 
talk to the individuals without 
the police and satisfy 
themselves? I am not wanting to 
blame really anybody but these 
stories of innocent billings are 
going from mouth to mouth and 
it is causing a tremendous 
amount of resentment and 
bitterness amongst the public 
generally. I am not talking 
about the terrorists now. 

Lip Service 

T his, I feel, may be able 
to give the police a 
better image than what 
they have at the moment. I 
would like to finish up by saying 
that paying lip service to good 
intentions does not solve the 
problem, making tall claims 
does not prove performance. If 
more efforts are made to give a 
fair and equitable treatment to 
all segments of the society and 
if promises once made are 
implemented sincerely and 
honestly, it will give confidence 
to the people and win the 
cooperation of the public at 
large. No black laws would then 
be necessary. What is required 
is a bit of heart searching to find 
out where you have failed and 
why you have brought the 
country to such a pass. Thank 
you very much. 


Correspondent) 

but for all States in the Indian 
Union. The convention 
resolution wants an area for the 
Sikhs only, even though within 
the union as clarified later by 
the acting Jathedar of the Akal 
Takhat. Prof. Darshan Singh 
Ragi. 

In other words, it is a half- 
way house between the 
Anandpur Sahib Resolution 
and the demand for Khalistan, 
showing thereby the growing 
alienation of the Sikhs from the 
national mainstream since 
1973 (When ASR resolution 
was passed) and particularly 
after the Bluestar Operation, 
the humiliation of Sikhs during 
Asiad and the killing of Sikhs in 
Delhi in November 1984. 

Most of the misgivings about 
the Anandpur Sahib Resolution 
have arisen because of the 
English translation of the 
document. If one goes to the 
source material, i.e., the 
Gurmukhi version, things start 


Letters 

Some Suggsetions 

Dear Sir, 

I have been closely following 
your paper eversince its first 
issue. Its general presentation 
and contents have been all 
along impressive. I have 
however some suggestions. 

The Gazette obivously is not 
a newspaper and I wish that it 
should continue to provide an 
analysis of the news and events of 
the past fortnight as it is doing 
now. But the Editorial Column 
should pick the hottest 
event/news of the preceding 
2/3 days (before going into 
print) or take up an issue which 
it expects to be centrestage in 
the next fortnight. This way the 
Gazette will appear up to date 
with events. As it is, the last few 
issues of this paper have looked 
stale. I, of course, appreciate 
that the pace of events some 
times is too fast to match in a 
fortnightly paper. Evenstill, 
issues like Iran-US 


becoming clear. The English 
version has robbed the original 
of Its true spirit, even though It 
was authonicated by the late 
Sant Harchand Singh 
Longowal. It Is a case of a 
petitioner spoiling his own 
case through inadvortenos. 

Anandpur Sahib 
Resolution 

T here are three portions 
of the Anandpur Sahib 
Resolution to which 
many have taken strong 
exception and rightly so, but 
that is because they have 
depended totally on the 
English version. For example, 
the second "purpose” of the 
resolution is translated in 
English thus: "To preserve and 
keep alive the concept of the 
distinct and independent 
indentity of the Panth and to 
create an environment in which 
the national sentiments and 
aspirations of the Sikh Panth 
will find expression, 
satisfaction and growth." 

The Gurmukhi version, 
however, says, "Singhan wich 
panthic azad hasti da ahsas 
kayam rakhnan ate ajeha desh- 
kal gharna jis wich sikh panth 
de qauumi jazbe te quamiat da 
pargatau pooran taur te 
murtiman ho sake" "Panth" in 
Gurmukhi means religion or a 
path shown by a guru and that 
is why followers of Guru Nanak 


Confrontation, Release of 
Tohra-Badal, VP Singh's Jan 
Jagran, Drought Relief etc are 
some of the more interesting 
issues. 

In the daily newspapers, 
magezines and the Gazette 
there are many commentators 
writing on the same subject. For 
example, S. Khushwant Singh, 
S.G.S. Chawla etc. on the 
Punjab Situation. I suggest that 
the Gazette reproduce a 
condensed version (one 
page)of the best of these 
articles for the benefit of its 
readrs. Recently there was a 
very good article “Brutalization 
of Punjab" in the Sunday 
Magzine. Another article "The 
RG Show fades out" by Iqbal 
Masud in the same was of 
very high quality. Excerpts 
from such articles can 
be reprinted in the Gazette in a 
regular column. 

There are hundreds of 
instances where human rights 
have been trampled upon in 
Punjab and elsewhere. I 
suggest that the Gazette start a 
blow by blow account of such 


were called Nanak Panthi and 
those of Kabir, Kabir Panthi 
and so on. 

Strong exception has been 
taken to the use of words 
“panthic azad hasti" but all that 
it means is that the Akali Dal 
wants preservation of the 
distinct religious identity of the 
Sikhs. Again translating 
"qauam” as nation is wrong. 
Qaum does not mean nation in 
the modern sense because at 
the time the word “qauam” was 
coined the concept of nation- 
states was non existent. Qaum 
means community and what 
the resolution wants is the full 
growth and expression of the 
Sikh community. 

The second objectionabel 
portion relates to the “Political 
Goal” of the resolution. It says 
that “khalsa ji de bol bale 
(preeminence of the khalsa) is 
the political objective. To say 
that the Akali Dal wants Sikh 
rule in Punjab on a permanent 
basis is distorting the meaning 
of the words. Pharases like 
“panthic azad hasti”, Khalsa ji 
de bol bale” have a religious 
and historical background and 
were used when the Sikhs were 
fighting against the Mughals. 
To impose modern meanings 
on them would be most unfair 
and that is what the English 
translation has done. 

The third objectionable 
portion relate to the steps that 
should be taken for the 


Vague But 
Positive 

(By A Special 



instances in a regular column. 
This will silence those people 
who argue for more powers for 
the police and at the same time 
alert others to prepare for such 
experiances and/find remedies 
(legal remedies). 


Yours etc. 

Dr. Satbir Singh 
A/36, Amar Colony, 
New Delhi-24. 

Charge of the lie 
brigade 

Corrpution to the left of 
them 

Corruption to the right of 
them 

Corruption In front of 
them 

Into the valley of Bofors, will 
ride the 21 parliamentary 
probe members. 

Theirs will not to be 
question why; Theirs will 
only be to follow the party 
whip and tell yet another lie. 

Brig NB Grant 
Pune 


* 

attainment of this goal, i.e, 
“have all those Punjabi- 
speaking areas, deliberately 
kept out of Punjab, such as. 
Dalhousie in Gurdaspur 
district; Chandigarh; Pinjore- 
Kalka and Ambala Sadar etc. in 
Ambala district; the entire Una 
tehsil of Hoshiarpur district; 
the ‘desh’ area of Nalagarh; 
Shahabad and Gulha blocks of 
karnal district; Tohana sub- 
tehsil, Ratia block and Sirsa 
tehsil of Hissar district and six 
tehsils of Ganganagar district 
in Rajasthan merged with 
Punajb to constitute a single 
administrative unit where the 
interests of the Sikhs and 
Sikhism are specifically 
protected.” 

Not Secessionist 

I fail to understand how 
this demand for a “New 
Punjab” is secssaionist or 
separatist as it is based purely 
on linguistic principles. It 
wants all Punjabi-speaking 
areas to merge into State to 
form "a single administrative 
unit.” Why should the lingusitic 
principle be valid for the rest of 
the country and not for 
Punjab? That is what gives rise 
to suspicion in the minds of the 
Sikhs. 

The Prime Minister might be 
well advised to concede 
Immediately this demand for 
“New Punjab" as the Sikhs in 
this State would not constitute 
even 40 per cent of the 
population and they would 
never be able to have their pre- 
eminence and “bole bale”.1 do 
not know whether the Akalls 
when they framed this draft 
resolution knew what 
percentage of population the 
Sikhs would be In the new set 
up but, If they knew, they are 
certainly not secessionist. If 
the demand Is conceded, the 
Akalls will be hoist with their 
own petard. 

The Akalis want “New 
Punjab” within India and 
autonomy for not only Punjab 
but for all States. The 
resolution demands that the 
Centre should have control 
over only five subjects, namely, 
Defence, Foreign Affairs, 
Telecommunications, Finance 
and Railways. This will no 
Continued on page 14 
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Continued from page 1 

a super leader. But the outlines 
of what he wants to do are not 
clear, perhaps even to him. It 
does not look too likely that a 
situation would emerge when 
he would have such a tall 
stature and once he puts his 
finger toward somebody, 
others will accept him 
unquestioningly. In case he 
can do it, it would be a signal 
triumph for him. There is 
something in the Indian psyche 
which is deeply moved when 
somebody renouces power. To 
that extent V.R. Singh is on the 
right track. But can this kind of a 
system work in contemporary 
conditions? This is a question 
which has yet to be answered. 

The Right way 

A related question is if he is 
going about it in the right 
way. The answer is both 
yes and no. It is yes in the sense 
that he has not so far decided to 
establish a new party. That 
would mean confrontation 
between the new party and the 
established Congress-1. V. P. 
Singh wishes to avoid that 
confrontation. This kind of 
approach can be explained in 
two ways. One, that he is above 
and beyound the confines of 
party loyalties, and two, that 
once he becomes a real tall 
giant, the Congress party itself 
would not back Rajiv Gandhi 
any longer. But would instead 
turn to him. 

This can happen though the 
social composition and the 
ideological outlook of the 
Congress party do not inspire 
much confidence. Most of them 
are a calculating lot. If they feel 
that their future would be 
secure by switching over their 
support to V, P. Singh, they 
would not hesitate to do it. To 
what extent, however, will this 
kind of support be a source of 
strenght to V.P. Singh? If the 
country has to grow, indeed 
even to function, one of the first 
priorities has to be the 
elimination of those shady 
characters the majority in the 
ruling party. An unhealthy 
situation would thus wrise. For 
VP.Singh to come to power with 
the questionable support of 
those who deserve to be given a 
sack would not be such a gain 
as it might be made out. 

Shady Characters 

T hat apart, what about the 
support of shady 
characters like A run 
Nehru and V.C.ShuklaTThey do 
not have the kind of reputation 
which would mean an 
accession of strength to V- P. 
Singh. At the same time, he 
perhaps finds that he cannot do 
without them. They are what are 
called organisation men. They 
know how to raise funds and 
mobilise people and V P Singh 
needs that kind of support. So 
he has elected to go with them. 
But this is a baggage that he 
would have to discard one of 
these days. Would he be able to 
do It? 

Not only that, what about the 
BJP? So far the BJP was 
supporting him and is 
supporting even today. But he 
has made his position clear that 


it is the Left parties who are his 
natural allies and he would 
therefore like to go with them. 
This has not estranged the BJP 
as of today. What happens 
tomorrow however remains to 
be seen. 

Encountes 

W hat is Rajiv Gandhi 
doing to meet this 
challenge? All that he is 
doing is to flog the dead horse 
the theory of destablisation. 
The only new initiative that he 
has taken is to bless the 
establishment of the Congress 
Socialist Forum and go on the 
offensive himself. One of the 
remarks made by him at the first 
meeting is amusing. He 
described the others as hungry 
for power. For someone who is 
in power this is an odd remark 
to make. 

It shows the limitations of his 
approach and the 

ineffectiveness of his weapons. 
Of this there should be no doubt 
that V . P. Singh is gaining 
popularity. Wherever hg goes 
he is greeted by large crowds. 
There is a definite wave in his 
favour. Whether it eventually 
gets translated into a political 
programme or not remains to 
be seen. The only definite thing 
that one can say today is that 
since he came to power there 
has not been another challenge 
to Rajiv Gandhi as in the person 
of V.P. Singh and movement 
that he seeks to embody in 
himself. 



S. Ajlt Singh member D.G.P.C. and S. Gurnam Singh President Guru 
Singh Sabha Aahok Vlhar Paying tMbutea to Romesh tributes 


Thapar launched ‘Seminar’ a 
monthly journal which gave the 
readers a wide range of views 
on a single topic of national 
interest. The last issue edited by 
Romesh is 336 August 1987. Its 
theme is ‘A Second Republic'? 
It reminds the readers of the 
famous issue of the Seminar 
with the topic: Agenda for India. 

This first-rate journal 
suspended its publication 
during the emergency 
censorship period. Thapar 
refused to publish it rather than 
submit to censorship. 


Romesh Thapar was a keen 
scholar and influential author. 
Some of his famous books are: 
The Troubled Times, The 
Indian Dimension, and The 
Politics of Continental 
Development. The best known 
among his works is India in 
Transition 1955. 

Mr. Thapar presided over The 
Tourism Development 

Corporation of India for five 
years. He was the moving spirit 
of the Editors Guild of India. He 
also served as a director of the 
Central Bank of India. 


Raids on Express 
Condmned 

The Sikh Forum in a press press through instruments of 
release has expressed its raids on flimsy pretexts. It 
concern on attempts of the expressed, that the government. 
Government to Cow down the has attempted to muzzle the 


press by its ill-considered raids 
on the Indian E/press 
immediately after the 
Parliament adjourned sine die. 
By this blatant misuse of its 
machinery the centre has 
shown its intolerance of truth 
which is dangerous in its view. 
These calculated and pre 
planned raids are reminiscent 
of the emergency days and 
show that the government has 
lost its moral authority to 
govern. 

The sin’of the Indian Express 
is not FERA violation, but its 
consistent exposures of tne 
misdeeds of the ruling party 
and its friendly herd of sacred 
cows. There are thousands of 
FERA violators including the 
ministers and well known 
tycoons who are just not 
touched as theirs is not 
considered a crime. Even 
stacking of money in foreign 
banks does not attract wincing 
of eyes by the government, 
much less to punish them. The 
Indian Express should be 
proceeded against according to 
law if it has indeed violated the 
regulations, but suppression of 
the press is hardly justifiable on 
any pretext whatsoever. 

The Sikh Forum has been 
shocked over this atrocious 
misuse of power which aims 
solely at scuttling the 

democratic norms and 

suppressing the conscience of 
Indian people. 


GfliyiT EJKJ TkEXL^ 
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An Unusual 
Book 


D.H. Bhutan), 

The Third Sikh War? 
Towards or Away from 
Khallstan? 

Promilla & Co, C-127 
Sarvodya Enclave, New 
Delhi-110017, 1986, Price 
not given. 

D H Bhutani has been an 
academic and then in the 
government and in the United 


Nations. He has been Director 
of Research at the National 
Productivity Council and Editor 
of the NPC Productivity Journal 
for more than a decade. This is 
the information that is provided 
in the book cover. How he felt 
persuaded to write this book is 
difficult to understand except 
that he comes from Sindh and 
has perhaps some kind of an 
empathy with the Sikhs. 

That apart, the book is 
unusual in so far as it views the 
Punjab problem from un 
unorthodox point of view. As he 
puts it, “The main argument of 
this book is that most of our 
troubles arise from ignorance 
even about our own Bit of 
History. So far as the common 
people are concerned, this is a 
forgivable error. But for the 
people responsible for the 
country's governance this 
ignorance is an unforgivable 
crime, for it is, as we have seen, 
terribly costly in terms of the 
loss of innocent lives.” 

He adds, “In this context we 
must understand the 

significance of the Blue Star 
Operation. Let there be no 

mistake: it was a regular war for 
which both sides prepared on a 
war scale, making plans, 

formulating strategies, 

accumulating war material and 
weapons, positioning thier 
forces, preparing for 

eventualities, etc." After having 
written in this vein, he 
concludes by saying, “Soitwas: 
we had to fight a war: the Third 
Sikh War useless and fruitless.’ 
(Italics in the original). 


— Amrik Singh 

He is one of the few people to 
recognise that this is not the 
way to deal with the Sikhs. 
According to him, it is 
important to understand the 
inner nature of the “tribal 
psyche of the sikhs." He 
believes that it is only the British 
technique which succeeded 
with the Sikhs. In his words, 
"When in the middle of the 1 9th 
century, the remnants of the 


Sikh power pitted themselves 
against the British Empire, the 
British followed a certain 
technique. They knew that the 
Sikhs would fight and that thev 
were the world's most fearless 
soldiers, with every Sikh soldier 
determined to fight to death. 
(Italics in the original).” He also 
adds that "they have an infinite 
capacity to fight" (Italics in the 
original). He elaborates it 
further in the following 
manner:— ■ 

And they have thier Sikh 
gurudwares which we have 
seen offer almost infinite 
opportunities for food and 
shelter to Sikh young men. 
There is no cost involved to the 
Sikh leadership maintaining 
some sort of a Sikh army; on the 
other hand, for government, it Is 
a terribly costly proposition and 
It Is dangerous to maintain 
permanently an army In the 
Punjab. 

His whole thesis is that this 
situation of confrontation is not 
going to lead to any positive 
outcome. Instead what should 
be done is that an attempt 
should be made to solve the 
problem for the alternative, 
according to him, is a move 
towards Khalistan. He puts it in 
these words, "It is not only the 
Sikkhs who are hostile to the 
Hindus; the Hindus in the 
Punjab are equally hostile to the 
Sikhs. It is this basis for 
Khalistan which should be 
destroyed politically (Italics in 
the original). 

There are several other 
statements of this kind which he 


makes. While agreeing with 
quite a few, the impression one 
gets is that the author takes a 
somewhatjsimplistic view. This 
is not to deny or challenge what 
he has stated in the book, some 
specimens of which has been 
quoted above. For instance, he 
says that large scale employ- 
ment should be offered to the 
young Sikhs so that they can be 
weaned away from terrorism. 
No one can disagree with such 
a proposition. But one has at 
the same time to examine to 
what extent it is a practical 
proposition. He is conscious of 
the artificiality of this approach 
because he himself recognises 
in the beginning of the book 
that some part of the picture 
would appear inflated. This, 
according to him, was 
important so that "essentials” 


gets emphasised and "vital 
truths" stand out. While a good 
caution, one still does not get 
away from the feeling (hat he 
has tried to generalise in a 
manner which would not be 
always accepted by the 
scholarly world. 

For instance, he has a chapter 
on the Rise and Fall of the 
Khalsa and another on the 
Three Sikh Wars (two fought 
against the British after Ranjit 
Singh and the third one refers to 
the Blue Star Operation), he 
also has a chapter on the 
History of the Sikhism and yet 
another entitled Essence of the 
Sikhism. All of them are done 
rather hurriedly and in a hit and 
miss manner. This is no 
criticism of the basic thessis of 
book but the manner in which 
the thesis is built up. Some of 


nis thrusts are, however, telling 
For instance, writing about the 
occupation of Punjab by the 
British during the early days he 
says: 

But they took good care of 
the people, established a 
benevolent orderly government 
in place of the anarchy which 
characterised the dying days of 
the Khalsa Raj. They practically 
abolished landlordism and 
established peasant proprietor- 
ship. They began thus leaving 
the Sikh countryside to flourish 
in peace to develop the land; 
and they employed Sikhs In the 
army on a large scale, raising 
their strength to over 20 per 
cent. So the martial race got 
back Its ancient occupation. 
The Sikh peasantry prospered 
and the Punjab became the 
granary of India and the 
supplier of wheat to Brltainl 

And what have we done by 
contrast? (Italics in the 
original). 

This is a fair example of the 
kind of writing to be 
encountered in this book. There 
are interesting insights, a bit of 
journalism, a quick jump from 
one historical fact to another, 
and a certain abruptness of 
presentation. All that is there 
but the heart of the author is in 
the right place and that is what 
is significant about the book. T o 
quote him again on his favourite 
theme. 

By the time of the Partition 
the Sikhs constituted more than 
than 20 per cent of the army. 

It was certainly out of 
proportion. But It was fully In 
accordance with the facts of 
history. Guru Goblnd Singh 
had created a martial race. The 
British found dut the truth In the 
two Sikh Wars In the middle of 
the nineteenth century. They 
found out that the Sikh was the 
only soldier in the world who 
did not surrender. (Italic In the 
original). 

It took Is quite a bloody 
experience-the Blue Star-to 
find out the same truth. The 
Sikh does not surrender that Is 
what Guru Goblnd Singh 
taught them and this Is written 
In Indelible Ink In the psyche of 
the Sikhs.” 

It is possible to quote many 
more passages of this kind, but 
it would not be necessary to do 
so. The sumplest way to sum it 
up is: a book to be savoured. 


The Sikhs have been and very rightly, hurt by 
the tragic happenings following the assassination 
of Indira Gandhi and they have also been hurt by 
the entry of the army into the Golden Temple and 
the brutalityty that occurred before and after. 

T o their credit must be said that they realize that 
their leaders have been grievously at fault: but 
what can they do about it? The common man’s 
options for action are limited, entremely 
limited. .page 124. 


D.H. BUTANI 


The Third Sikh War? 

Towards or 



We also ought to have a revolution in our ways 
of thinking. We are a secular state and claim that 
we have secular policies. This is true in theory and 
on paper, but in practice we are not secular. The 
question really is: how does it solve the probiem to 
say that we donot accept Anandpur Sahib 
Resolution. How does it solve the problem to say 
that we are secular and we shall accept only what 
is within the Constitution. After all the idea is to 
solve the problem, not to say meaningless 
things... .page 10 
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The Melody of Raspriya 


There was a bright sparkle in 
the jeweller’s eye when he 
spotted the precious Stone 
lying in the dust — it was beauty 
unparalleled! 

When Panchkaudi Mirdangia 
(percussion-player) saw this 
shepherd lad Mohana, he 
uttered just these words, 
"beauty unparalleled”. 

There he was, amidst farms 
and fields, gardens and 
orchards and the cattle- 
standing out in all his beauty! 

The Mirdangiya’s dim eyes 
wet. Mohana smilingly asked 
him, “Your finger got deformed 
by playing Raspiriya (a musical 
composition); did it not?" 

What? — The old Mirdangiya 
got startled and then he said, 
“Raspiriya? Yes— no. But how 
is it— where did you hear all 
this talk, sonn...? 

He was almost going to call 
him ’sonny’ but he suddenly 
had paused... Was it not at 
Parmananpur sometime ago 
that he had fondly addressed a 
Brahmin boy as ‘sonny’? All the 
village youth had rounded him 
up to give him a good beating. 
A low caste man calling a 
Brahmin boy his son! Let’s 
round him up and give him a 
sound thrashing!. ..Let's tear his 
Mridanga apart! 

The Mirdangiy had laughed 
and said, “O.K. I beg your 
pardon for this act of folly on 
my part. Now on I will address 
you all as my own father!” Now 
the kids were happy. He had 
touched the chin of a two-year- 
old naked urchin and had 
asked him, “Why, is it okay with 
you, father?” 

The kids had a hearty laugh. 

But after this incident, he 
never dared to address a child 
as ‘sonny’. However today he 
has had repeated urges to 
address Mohana as ‘sonny’.— 
Whoever told you about this 
business of Raspiriya?— tell 
me, son! 

Even this ten or twelve year 
old lad Mohana knows too well 
that Panchkaudi is a half- 
lunatic... who, therefore, can 
deal with him!... The boy 
looked at his oxen, grazing afar 
in the field. 

The Mirdangiya was going to 
the Babus of the noble family 
of Kamalpur. He still 
commands some affection in 
Nandu Babu’s houselhod in 
Kamalpur. Besides one or two 
square meals which he was 
sure to get, he could 
occasionally participate there 
in the discussion on the Rasa 
also. He had come tot his 
region after two years. How 
fast the world was changing!... 
Only this morning, Shobha 
Misir’s son told him without 
mincing his words, ‘Is this what 
you call eking out a living; or 
you have abandoned all your 
sense of shame, Mirdangiya?’ 

Yes, is this the way to love? 
Sheer shamelessness! There is 
a limit even to brazenness!... 
For the last fifteen years he has 
been roaming around the 
villages with his Mirdanga 
hanging by his neck, he has 
been living on alms. The 
twisted finger of his right hand 
does not set on the Mirdanga — 


how can he then play upon it? 
Now even ‘Dha Ting, Dha Ting’ 
does not come off easily. 
Excess use of hemp and bhang 
has distorted his voice. But 
while playing on the Mirdanga 
he will still try to sing the verses 
of Vidyapati... his voice 
matching the ugly sound 
produced by a punctured 
bellow of the harmonium— 
Sonye... Sonye... Sonye... 

Even till about fifteen or 
twenty years ago the name of 
Vidyapati commanded some 
influence. Marriages, rites of 
the sacred thread and those of 
shaving the hair and pricking 
the ears were some such 
auspicious occasions as 
warranted the presence of the 
‘Vidpatia Mandali’ (Vidyapati 
Choral Troupe). Panchkaudi 
Mirdangiya Troupe’s enjoyed a 
good reputation in the districts 
of Saharsa and Purnea. Who 
does’nt know Panchkaudi 
Mirdangiya’s? Everyone knows 
him that he is a semilunatic!... 
the village elders say— of 
course, Panchkaudi Mirdan- 
giya also had seen his own 
days of glory. 

Even in these times, there is a 
boy such as Mohana, who is 
good-looking, tender, and has 
a sense of melody!... He urges 
me to sing Raspiriya, “O 
Mirdangia, do sing a 
Raspiriya!” 

“Want to hear Raspiriya? All 
right, I will sing one for you, but 
tell me first, whoever...? 

“Hey-O-Hey-O— Mohana, 
your oxen have run away...!” 
shouted a shepherd— "Hey 
Mohana, Karmu will lash your 
back!” 

“O my!” and he fled. 

Only yesterday Karmu had 
given him a good bashing. 
Both the oxen get drawn to the 
smell of those green Pat 
plants... sweet and bitter Pah 

Panchkaudi called him out, "I 
am sitting here under the shade 
of the tree. You come over after 
having driven the oxen back. 
Won’t you hear Raspiriya?” 

Mohana was running away. 
He did not somuch as even 
look at him. 

Raspriya! 

The Vidyapati Dance Troupe 
used to sing Raspriya. 
Jogendar Jha of Saharsa had 
once got a booklet published, 
containing twelve padas of 
Vidyapati. Those Raspriya 
booklets had sold like hot 
cakes in the fair. The Vidyapati 
Dance Troupes had, through 
their songs, transformed the 
Raspriya into Janpriya, loved 
by the masses. 

Sitting on the farm’s earthen 
bend under the shade of a wild 
berry tree, Panchkaudi 
Mirdangiya is waiting for 
Mohana... Now no one sings, 
not even the toiling lot in the 
fields because the peak noon 
hour of June has stifled their 
songs— a little later, may be, 
the cuckoo also stops singing. 
How can people work so 
silently at a noon like this? It 
is'nt even five years that people 
used to cherish some kind of 
an emotion in their heart... 
When the earth is soaked with 
the first shower of the season, 


plants emit a very special 
fragrance. Juice-laden 

branches melt like wax on a 
burning hot midday. They 
earlier used to sing Birha, 
Chanchar or Lagani. Songs 
related to work in the field have 
a certain calendar to go by. 
Barahmasa when the rains 
arrive and Birha, Chancherand 
Lagani when it is a scorching 
hot season. 

“Hey-Ho-brother farmer is 
ploughing 

The hoe is handled by the 
labour; 

This way my beloved went 
by, 

She was cross with me — 

Has anybody seen her? 

And nowadays the noon 
spends itself out on a dull note, 
as if nobody has been left with 
a word to utter— not a soul! 

Far above in the sky the 
flying kite has filled the space 
with its shrill cry— Tin-i-tin-hik! 
Mirdangiya swore at him— 'You 
wicked one!’ 

Mohana, leaving him behind, 
has gone far away. He is 
impatiently waiting for him. 
Feels like running and reaching 
out to him. He is vainly trying to 
look at the grazing cattle in that 
distance. Everything looks so 
dim. 

He felt his bag nad brought 
out some mangoes and some 
Mudhi (baked rice)... He felt 
hungry but remembered 
Mohana’s dry face and lost his 
own hunger. 

He has spent most of his life 
looking for a kid such as 
Mohana, beautiful and well- 
mannered. It is no joke to 
discover the Natua (dancer) for 
a Vidyapati dance group. Leave 
out the high caste families— it 
is not everyday that among the 
low caste a feminine-looking 
boy is born. Such boys are 
incarnations who appear at the 
appointed time. 

Vidyapati Dance Troupes 
used to command great 
respect among the Maithil 
Brahamins, the Kayasthas and 
the Rajputs. They used to be 
overwhelmed with joy when the 
Natua sang in their own dialect 
Mithilam the reputed Pada 
"Janam awadhl ham roop 
niharal”. It was, therefore, but 
natural that the leader of a 
party sauntered around from 
village to village in search of a 
Natua, someone who could 
create a stir in his audience 
when presented as the Natua in 
his full costume, causing such 
whispers as:- 

—looks exactly like a 
Brahmin girl— does’nt he? 

—like Madhukant Thakur’s 
daughter... 

Oh no! the face resembles 
that of young Champa! 

Panchkaudi is a talented 
person. In other such troupes, 
the leadsinger and the 
Mirdangiya are usually two 
separate functionaries, but 
Panchkaudi was both 
combined in one — he was the 
teacher-singer-performer as 
well as the Mirdanga-player. 
With the Mirdanga hanging by 
his neck he used to sing and 
dance. A new disciple under 
him would be able to acquire 


adequate technique to appear 
in a public performance in a 
week’s training. 

He never had any difficulty in 
teaching dance and music; the 
young learner’s feet used 
spontaneously to respond to 
the definite bols of his 
Mirdanga. It was a job to tackle 
the impudent parents of the 
boys. He would further 
sugarcoat his Maithili 
expression to persuade the 
parents... 

—Lord Krishna also used to 
dance. Dance is an art, a 
virtue... Okay, call us 
mendicants or tramp-beggars, 
but we are a lot better than 
those who indulge in theft, 
robbery and vandalism 
because we render our talent to 
win you over and thus earn our 
bread. 

Once he even had to abduct 
a boy... its a very old story now! 
He was so heavily beaten up 
that... 

“Although a very old story, it 
is however, true. Your finger 
got twisted while you were 
playing Raspiriya. Is that 
right?" 

God knows when Mohana 
had come back. 

There was a glow again in 
Mirdangiya’s eyes. 

He fixed his gaze at 
Mohana— Oh! this talent is 
dying. His habit of smoking 
bidi has left black spots on his 
red lips. Must be suffering from 
enlarged spllenl... 

Mirdangiya is also sort of a 
vaidya. A father of a host of 
children gradually acquires the 
skill of a family physician... 
sometimes the reaction is very 
adverse when one is taking 
fresh or stale food of sorts 
served on festive occasions. 
Mirdangiya always used to 
carry with him Namak 
Sulemani, Chanmar Pachak 
and Quinine pills. He used to 
administer turmeric powder 
with hot water to his boys. 

He would make them lick 
peepal, black pepper and 
ginger after frying these in 
ghee, with honey every 
morning... and hot water! 

Taking out of his bag his 
baked rice and mango, the 
Mirdangiya said to the boy, 
"Yes, hot water! Your spleen is 
enlarged. Take hot water!” 

“How did you come to know? 
The doctor babu of Forbesganj 
also said the same thing that 
my spleen was enlarged. 
Medicine...". 

Nothing further need be said. 
Mirdangiya knows it only too 
well that spleens of boys such 
as Mohana’s disappear only at 
their funeral pyre. What is the 
use of asking why he is not on 
medicine? 

"My mother also says that I 
should take turmeric powder 
with hot water every day. 
Spleen will then vanish." 

Mirdangiya smiled and said, 
"Your mother is really 

sensible!" 

He put the mango and the 
baked rice on a dry banana leaf 
and very affectionately called 
him, “Come on. have a bite." 

"No. I have no hunger.” 

But someone' peeped 


Phanishwar nath ‘renu’ 

through Mohana’s eyes every 
now and then who wanted to 
gobble up the mango and the 
Mudhi together— the hungry 
and the aching God! 

"Come on, sonny! Won’t you 
hear Raspiriya?" 

None but his own mother 
had beckoned Mohana to a 
served meal with such great 
affection— but fellow 

shepherds might see and 
report to mother — eating dole! 
"No, I am not hungry.” 

The Mirdangiya lost his 
countenance. His eyes again 
welled up with tears. He has 
served scores of such kids, as 
Mohana. He could not have 
loved his own offsprings any 
more... And his own 
offsprings— nonsense!... One’s 
own and not so own? Now all 
are his own and all are 
strangers— 

"Mohana!” 

If someone sees, then?" 
"Then what?” 

“He will report to my mother. 
You live on doles — don’t you?” 
Who lives on doles?... This 
innocent child had unneces- 
sarily hurt him on his raw spot. 
The sleeping serpent in the 
basket of his heart leapt up and 
spread its hood and hissed in 
anger, “You swine! I will give 
you such a slap that...” 

“Now look! Why. hurl 
abuses?” Mohana protested 
meekly and stood up— how 
could one rely on lunatics! The 
flying kite in the sky again 
sirened— Tin-hi-ting! 

“Mohana!" called the 
Mirdangiya in a deep voice. 

"Mohana stood at a little 
distance. 

"Whoever told you that I live 
on doles? I earn my livelihood 
by playing the Mridanga and by 
singing the Padavalis... You are 
right— this rice and this fruit, 
both have been received in 
alms. I won’t give these to you. 
You sit down, I will sing you the 
Raspiriya.” 

Slowly the Mirdangiya’s face 
is getting distorted. The kite has 
descended and has sat on the 
branch of the tree!... Tin-tinni- 
tintik! 

Mohana grew panicky. One 
step, another step — he is on the 
run— gone! 

Gone half an acre away he 
started, "Your finger is 
deformed because the witch 
shot her evil eye at it. Why say a 
lie that it happened when you 
played Raspiriya..." 

—Good heavens! Who is this 
lad? Who is this Mohana? 
Rampatia also had said the 
same thing that the witch had 
cast an evil eye. 

“Mohana?” 

While running away, Mohana 
shouted aloud, " Karela .” 

So, this chap also knows that 
one can tease the Mirdangia 
with the word 'Karela ’/..Who 
could this boy be? 

Mirdangia was overawed. A 
hidden fear entered his mind. 
He began trembling. He lost all 
enthusiasm for going to the 
Babus of Kamalpur... Shobha 
Misir’s son had rightly 
commented this morning. 

Tears began rolling down his 
eyes. Mohana while going had 
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stung him. Most of his disciples 
have similarly behaved with 
him. He remembers each one of 
such boys who deserted him on 
some pretext after having been 
trained by him. 

Sonma had even abused him, 
“Look at the thief who is posing 
as the Guru.” 

Rampatia had raised her 
hand to the heaven and 
uttered— ‘O Sungod! You are 
my witness. Mirdangia has 
ruined me after having seduced 
me. There was nothing evil in 
my heart. O Sungod! May this 
pariah dog’s body suffer from 
leprosy—!" 

Mirdangia heaved a sigh as 
he shook his curved finger..., 
Rampatia... daughter of Jodhan 
Guruji! When he had first joined 
Jodhan’s troupe, she was just 
about twelve... childwidow 
Rampatia had begun following 
the meaning of the Padas. While 
at work she would hum, Nov 
anuragini Radha, Kichchu 
nahin manay bad ha'— 

Radha who has newly fallen 
in love knows no barriers. 

Mirdangiya had gone to train 
as the lead-singer but Guruji 
had placed Mridanga in his 
hands... After eight years of 
training, Guruji had suggested 
that he should get engaged to 
Rampatia because he was of the 
same caste. Mirdangia was 
completely nonplussed — his 

training went haywire. He had 
in fact never mentioned his 
caste to Jodhan Guruji. He was 
not sincere when he professed 
love to Rampatia. He ran away 
overnight from Guruji's troupe. 
He came back to his village and 
formed his own troupe, trained 
his boys and began earning his 
livelihood. But he could never 
become the lead-singer, always 
remained a Mirdangiya... After 
the death of Jodhan Guru, he 
had once met Rampatia in the 
Ghulab Bagh fair. Rampatia 
had come, in fact, to meet him. 
Panchkaudi had plainly told 
her— why was she trying to woo 
him insincerely. Why did’nt she 
go to Nandu Babu of 
Kamalpur? Trying to make an 
ass of him! At 12 0’ clock at 
night, Nandu Babu’s horse...; 
and Ramapatia had shouted— 
Panchu! Shut up! 

And that very night his finger 
got deformed as he was playing 
Raspriya. After the Jamanika he 
began playing the entry rhythm. 
When the Natua entered the 
stage on default by one and a 
half matra out of rhythm, he got 
puzzled. After the entry, he had 
rebuked the lad, ‘You swine! I 
will redden your cheeks with 
slaps...’ and the very first link of 
Raspriya was snapped. The 
Mirdangiya tried his very best to 
rescue the tala. The dry skin of 
the instrument became live; his 
finger strokes grew wild to beat 
the right side of the Mridanga 
and his finger got curved as the 
tala got gradually faulty. A 
funny twisted finger!... 
Panchkaudi’s troupe 

disintegrated for ever. And with 
the passage of time the 
Vidyapati dance tradition also is 
gone now. No one now even so 
much as mentions Vidyapati. 
Away from physical toil and 
labour, Panchkaudi had grown 
in the cool atmosphere of 
musical sessions. The 
Mridanga was his main prop in 
his dull life, his only means of 
livelihood now when he was out 
of commission. 

It is now ages that he has 
been abegging with his 


Mridanga slung round his 
neck— tha thing, dha ting! 

He picked up a mango and 
began sucking it. But how- 
how did Mohana come to know 
about this talk of thee witch? 

Rampatia had come running 
when she had heard of the 
incident of his finger getting 
curved. She had held his finger 
and cried for hours, “Oh 
Sungod! who has shown such 
great enmity toward my 
Mirdangiya? May evil befall 
him... Oh God, kindly retury my 
curse — those were words I had 
uttered in anger. No, no, 
Panchu, I havn’t done any such 
thing. Surely some witch has 
cast her evil eye on you.” 


The Mirdangiya wiped tne 
tears in his eyes and looked at 
the setting sun... Rampatia had 
spent many a nigh holding the 
Mridanga fondly to her 
bosom!... He held the Mridanga 
to his breast. 

The kite sitting at the branch 
addressed a flying pair of 
birds— tin— tin — hik! 

— Swine! he abused the kite. 
He put a little tobacco in his 
mouth and allowed his fingers 
to dance on the skinheads of 
the Mridanga,— Dhirinagi, 

dhirinagi, dhirinagi, dhinta! 

He couldn't play the full 
number of the Jamanika, the 
rhythm snapped midway to 
completion. Aki-eh-eh-Aa-ha- 
ha. 

From across the jungle of 
wildberries, someone sang in a 
melodious voice with a lot of 
verve the Padavli of Raspriya: 

“Nav Vrindavan, nav taragan, 
nav-rtav vikasit phool"! 

In Vrindavan which is looing 
so new, the trees and the 
flowers all have acquired a new 
look. 

A shiver ran across the 
Mirdangiya’s body. His fingers 
volunteeringly began tapping 
the skinheads. The cattle herds 
began collecting under the 
descending shadow of the sun. 

Those working in the fields 
said, 'he is mad. Wherever he 
wants he sits and plays his 
instrument. 

—Has come after a long time. 

— I thought he would have 
been dead somewhere. 

The melodious tune of 
Raspriya was completed at its 
beat. The Mirdangia’s craze 
suddenly leapt up. He dashed 
forward... whoever is there 
across the wildberry shrubs? 
Whoever is rendering Raspriya 
in its pure form?... a lover of 
Raspriya in these times...? 


Hiding in the shrubs, the 
Mirdangiya spotted Mohana 
who was deeply engrossed in 
preparing to sing yet another 
pada. He stopped humming and 
cleared his throat. It looks as 
though Radha had set herself in 
his voice!... What a fine 
composition! 

Mohana was singing wholly 
absorbed. He was singing with 
abandon to the tune of the 
Mridanga. The Mirdangiya’s 
eyes were rivetted on him and 
his and his fingers were dying to 
dance like a top— The forty- 
year-old semilunatic began 
dancing after ages, with 
emotion! Now and then he 
would catch the refrain in his 


own distorted voice. 

A new smile played on the 
half-black and half-pink lips of 
Mohana. Finishing a pada, he 
admiringly said, “Wonderful! So 
fast with such a curved finger?" 

Mohana was gasping for 
breath. His ribs were showing! 

“Oh!" Mirdangia thumped on 
the ground and exclaimed, 
"Wonderful! Wonderful! Who 
taught you this? Where did you 
learn the Padavali? Who is your 
Guru?" 

Mohana replied smilingly, 
"Where will I learn? My mother 
sings it everyday... I know Pratki 
(morning Padavali) very well, 
but this is no time for that." 

"Yes, Son, never accompany 
one who is out of tune, other- 
wise you will lose whatever you 
have acquired. Also, always 
have due regard for the timely 
and the untimely. Now, come 
on, eat this mango.” Mohana 
unhesitatingly began sucking 
the mango. 

"Take another." 

Mohana ate three mangoes 
and at Mirdangiya’s special 
request also swallowed two 
fistfuls of Mudhi. 

"Now, would you tell me, 
Mohana, what do your parents 
do?” 

'I have no father but, only my 
mother. Shegrindsgrainsinthe 
Babu households." 

“You work? Where?" 

“At Nandu Babu's of 
Kamalpur." 

"At Nandu Babu’s?” 

Mohana told him that his 
house was in Saharsa. Three 
years ago his entire village was 
swallowed by Mother Kosi (a 
turbulent river in north Bihar). 
His mother had brought him to 
her maternal uncle’s place at 
Kamalpur. 

"So, Your mother’s maternal 


uncle is living at Kamalpur!” 
Mirdangia looked at the sun 
for some time... Nandu Babu... 
Mohana... Mohana's mother! 

“Did your mother tell you 
about the witch?” 

“Yes. And once during the 
sacred thread ceremony at 
Samdeo Jha's house you had 
snatched the Mridanga from the 
Girdharpatti Troupe. Their 
Mirdangiya was playing it out of 
tune. Am I right?" 

As if, Mirdangiya’s black-grey 
beard suddenly turned full 
white. He gathered himself and 
asked, "What's your father’s 
name?" 

“Ajodhadas.” 

“Ajodhadas?” 

Old and haggard Ajodhadas, 
who had neither a tongue in his 
cheek nor a tear in his eyes!... 
Used to carry luggage for the 
troupe. An unsalaried servant, 
that poor Ajodhadas! 

"Your mother is very good!" 
The Mirdangiya heaved a long 
sigh and took out a small purse 
from his bag. He unfolded a 
small paper packet which was 
wrapped in red yellow pieces of 
cloth. 

Mohana knew at once and 
exclaimed, “ Lote ? Is that /ofe?” 
“Yes, note!” 

“How much for? Panchtakia 
(fiver)?— What?— Dastakia 
(tenner)? Would you allow me 
to touch it? Where did you get 
this money?" Mohana was 
firing all his questions at once, 
"All are tenners? Are’nt they?" 

“Yes, they are forty rupees in 
all.” The Mirdangiya once 
looked around and then 
whispered, “Listen, Son, pay to 
the doctor at Forbesganj and 
get a good prescription from 
him. You have to avoid eating 
sweet and sour things... and 
yes, you must drink hot water.” 
"Why give this money to me?" 
"Keep it quick lest somebody 
sees." 

Mohana also once looked 
around. His darkened lips 
became still darker. 

Mirdangia asked him, "Do 
you smoke bidi-tambaku?... 
must never smoke!" 

He got up. 

Mohana took the money. 

“Tie it well in your dhoti. 
Don’t tell your mother. And yes, 
this is not received by way of a 
dole. This is my hard earned 
money, my Son, my own 
earning." 

Mirdangia prepared to leave. 
Mohana urged him, "My mother 
is cutting grass in the field. Why 
not come!” Mirdangia paused 
and thoughtawhileand replied, 
"No, Mohana! Your mother is no 
less than a queen in having a 
talented son like you. On the 
other hand, I am a petty 
trampbeggar, a mendicant who 
moves from door to door... If 
there is something left after 
buying your medicines, drink 
some milk.” 

Mohana’s large eyes 
resemble those of the Babu of 
Kamalpur. 

‘O Mohana! 0—0 — Mohana! 
Where are the oxen?’ 

"Perhaps your mother is 
calling you." 

“Yes, but how did you know it 
was my mother calling me?" 

'O Mohana! 0—0— Mohana!’ 
A cow also, joining the tune of 
the call, bleated for her calf. 

It is time for the cattle to 
return home. Mohana knows 
that his mother must be driving 
the oxen home. She is 


pretending her call for him. He 
kept silent. 

“Go now,” said the 
Mirdangiya. “Your mother is 
calling you. Go now. Now on I 
will not sing Padavali or 
Raspiriya. I will sing Nirgun. 
Look, my finger perhaps is 
straightening out. Who can sing 
pure Raspiriya these days?" 

“O my soul, let me go to my 
father-in-law. 

O, Rama ho Rama! 

I will set fire to my father’s 
house...!" 

The narrow strip of footway 
passes through the berry 
shrubs. Singing the Nirgun, the 
Mirdangia got behind the wild 
shrubs. 

"Take it. What are you doing 
here all alone, Mohana? Who 
was playing the Mridanga?” Her 
mother was standing there with 
a grassload on her head. 
“Panchkaudi Mirdangiya.” 

Oh! Has he come?” She 
asked him throwing off her load 
on the ground. 

"Today I have sung Raspiriya 
to his beat. He was saying that 
no one could sing such pure 
Raspiriya these days!... his 
finger will be alright now.” 

The mother embraced her 
ailing son. 

"But Mother, you always used 
to talk ill of him, that he was 
dishonest and a betrayer to his 
Guru, that he was a liar." 

"Yes, he is. It is not good to 
keep company of such fellows. I 
warn you, you must not be seen 
•again with this man. You will 
come to harm if you became 
friendly with such tramps. 
Come on, pick up the bundle.” 
Mohana said to her while he 
lifted the load, "Anyway, 
Raspiriya sounds good when a 
talented person...” 

“Shut up! don’t mention 
Raspiriya at all." 

Strange is my mother! She 
looks a perfect tigress when in 
anger and when she is happy 
she comes romping along like a 
cow to her calf and holds me 
fast to her breast. She 
alternates her anger with her 
happiness. 

The sound of the Mridanga 
came from afar— tha-ting, 
dhating. 

Mohana’s mother was 
treading along the uneven bend 
of the field. She got knocked 
over and nearly missed falling. 
The bundle of grass got loose 
and opened. Mohana, who was 
coming crestfallen behind her, 
asked her, "What happened, 
Mother?” 

“Nothing." 

Dha-ting, dha-ting! 

Mohana’s mother sat down 
on the bend. The eastern wind 
which blows before a June 
evening slowly grew strong... 
The fragrant smell of earth now 
pervaded the atmosphere. 
Dha-ting; dha-ting! 

"Was the Mirdangiya saying 
anything else, Son?” Mohana’s 
mother could’nt speak further. 

"Yes. He said that my mother 
was a queen because she had a 
talented son like me; and that he 
himself was beggar-tramp...!” 
"Liar, dishonest!" said she as 
she wiped her tears. “Never 
cultivate the company of such 
people.” 

Mohana stood silen*ly. 
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Continued from page 9 
doubt weaken the Centre but 
one should not forget that it 
wants such autonomy for all 
States and this can happen 
only when all the States and 
the Centre agree to it. The 
Akalis, have now referred the 
issue of Centre State relations 
to the Sarkaria Commission 
and one should await the 
recommendations of the 
commission. 

That is not all. As I have said 
earlier, the resolution taken in 
totality is not secessionist. For 
example, in the section 
“Economic Policy and 
Programme” the sub-section 
on agriculture begins by saying 
“sade desh wich kheti bari de 
khetar wich ik pase tan bahut 
sare bhaun sudhar hond wich 
aye han...” The English 
translation runs thus: "During 
recent years the agricultural 
sector has witnessed land 
reforms and green 
revolution..." There is a grave 
error here. The Gurmukhi 
version correctly translated 
should read "In our country 
(sade desh wich) the 
agricultural sector has 
witnessed...” The use of the 
phrase "sade desh wich" 
means that the Akalis accept 
India as their own country and 
such acceptance has been 
repeated in the sections on 
education and unemployment. 

Finally, what was passed at 
Anandpur Sahib in October 
1973 was only a draft 
resolution and the resolution's 
critics should go by what was 
adopted at the all India Akali 
Conference at Ludhiana on 
October 28-29, 1978. That 

conference adopted a 400- 
word political resolution which 
says: As such the Shromani 
Akali Dal emphatically urges 
upon the Janata government to 
take cognisance of the 
different lingusitic and cultural 
sections, religious minorities 
as also the vioce of millions of 
people and recast the 
constitutional structure of the 
country on real and meanigful 
federal principles to obviate the 


PUNJAB A TIME FOR 
POLITICAL INITIATIVE 


possibility of any danger to 
national unity and integrity of 
the country." Is there any room 
for doubting whether the Akalis 
regard. India as their country? 

Alienation 

B ut much water has 
flown down the Sutlej 
since 1978. So many 
events have occurred, some of 
the Akalis own making and 
some not, which have alienated 
not only the Akalis but the Sikh 
community in general. The 
attempt to regard every Sikh as 
a potential terrorist is the most 
hurtful. 

Thousands of innocent Sikhs 
were massacred in Delhi In 
November 1984 but there was 
not even a modicum of censure 
or debate in Parliament. 
Terrorism, no doubt, should be 
wiped out but, nowhere In the 
whole world, terrorism has 
been curbed by bullets allone^ 
Better Intelligence, mounting 
of counter psychological war 
and political initiative have 
ended terrorists in some parts 
of the democratic world. Where 
is the “love and compassion” 
mentioned by the Governor, 
Mr. S.S. Ray, In a press 
conference soon after he took 
over the administration or for 
that matter where is the effort 
to ‘win the hearts and minds of 
people’ as mentioned by the 
Director General of Police, Mr. 
J.F. Rebelro? There is no sign 
of any political Initiative at the 
State or the Cental level. 

The resolution passed at the 
convention should thus be read 
in this context. It is a product of 
anger and a gorwing sense of 
alienation. The boys in their 
anger want to opt out of India. 
The elders and the wiser 
counsels, however, want them 
to think coolly about the 
consequences of their actions. 
The elders have tried to meet 
the militants half way, and may 
be deliberately so. The Amritsar 
Resolution may be vague but it 
is certainly not on the lines of 
the Anandpur Sahib 
Resolution. 
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Lt. Col. Manohar Singh 

they are forgotten like insects 
The present elite has distanced 
itself from the masses. Each of 
us must come a couple of steps 
down to feel the pulse of our 
bretheren. In Punjab Hindus 
and Sikhs must build bridges if 
democratic life is to continue, 
otherwise we shall fall victims to 
neo-fascism. 

Vietnam in the Making 

S Parvinder Singh Mauji 
who had travelled across 
Punjab extensively told 


the house that in Punjab the 
people are bursting with anger. 
State repression creates a 
Vietnam like situation. The 
Vietcong would do something 
and vanish. The security forces 
would come and harass the 
entire village. After some 
repeats the entire village would 
turn away from the government 
and towards the alliance with 
the Vietcong. The people in 
Punjab feel we are being 
terrorised by the secruity forces 
for the deeds done by some 
terrorists. 

He insisted that the first 
positive step will be the 
restoration of democracy and 
the rule of law which the people 
were accustomed to in free 
India. This step should be 
followed by political discussion 
and dialogue. Terror and state 
terror feed upon each other. 
Bullet for bullet is the most 
foolish slogan. 

He saw terrorism on the 
increase and insisted on 
immediate steps to deflate the 
popular anger. 

Col. K.P. Singh argued that 
the accord of 1985 if 


implemented would have by 
now pulled Punjab out of the 
guagmire. We must urge upon 
the government to do right 
things at the right time. He 
suggested forming mutual 
defence committees to bridge 
the communal divide. 

S. Smamsher Singh Wadhwa 
traced the unrest in Punjab to 
unemployment due to 
machinized farming and 
decline of recruitment into the 
defence forces from Punjab. 

Struggle fror 
Democracy 

L t. Gen J.S. Aurora 
lamented the fact that the 
government wants to deny 
even basic democratic rights to 
the Sikhs. The Sikhs must 
generate a powerful peaceful 
movement for regaining their 
lost rights and dignity. 

The chairman Sh. I.K. Gujral 
summed up with the remark 
that the discussion is 
tantamount to a thaw in an 
otherwise frozen milieu. He 
recorded the consensus as 
against violence, against terror, 
and against state-terror. He saw 
the only hope in democracy, 
toleration and secularism. 
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With Best Compliments from: 

ATAM SINGH KOHLI & BROS. 

Phones: 324459 348452 348436 
Cable Address: 'KOHLICO' BOMBAY 
TELEX: Oil 4565 KOLI IN 

LEADING 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA RECOGNISED EXPORT HOUSE, 
EXPORTING THE WORLD OVER 

Textiles, readymade garments, spices all sorts, 

Feeds all sorts, Dyes and Chemicals, Autoparts, 
bicycles and spares, Glasswares, Leather all 
sorts, Mica, Stove & Lantern parts, Light &, 

Heavy Engineering products, Electrical, 

Pharmaceuticals, etc. 
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Indians do not show total lack 
of love for their own country, 
but also of even a minimum of 
self-respect. This is evident 
from the way they are seeking 
to settle in countries like Britain 
which does everything to 
humiliate them and make them 
feel unwanted. It is not 
surprising that highly placed 
Indian officials are ready to sell 
their country for small financial ! 
gains when an opportunity 
offers itself. The recent spy 
scandals are ample testimony 
of the state of morals of the 
nation's elite. The recent 
income tax and FERA raids 
have also shown that our 
industrialists have the morals of 
petty thieves and are out to rob 
the nation at every opportunity. 
This is \he reason why our 
upper classes, though learning 
a good deal of the evils of 
western civilization, are 
unwilling to pick up the few 
norms and decencies that have 
developed with industrializa- 
tion in the west. So in fortieth 
year of our independence we 
encounter a state of total moral 
collapse among our elite. 

Intellectual Climate 

B ut such a total moral 
collapse could not have 
come about merely from 
material allurements. This has 
emanated from a change of the 
intellectual climate in the post- 
independence period. The most 
conspicuous manifestation of 
this is the complete reversal of 
theattitude towards English and 
the schooling system. In the 
period of the freedom 
movement no one could have 
doubted that people’s 
government could be carried 
out only in the language of the 
people of the country. Already 
under the impact of the 
nationalist movement, during 
the British rule itself, gradual 
switch over to national 
languages as the medium of 
teaching in schools and 
colleges had begun. Even more 
important had been the 
emphasis on decolonizing the 
educational system, and on 



Gandhiji’s call, already in 1920 a 
large number of students had 
left British run schools and 
colleges to join nationalist 
schools and colleges which had 
a different orientation in 
education. In these nationalist 
schools the values of colonial 
education which glorified the 
British and European culture, 


and sought to create Indians 
with the attitude of the British 
overlords, was replaced by a 
value system which created 
respect for India’s own culture 
and tradition and an urge for 
political and intellectual 
independence. But since 
independence the development 
has taken a reverse direction. 
English continues to be the 
most important language of 
public administration. When 
native languages were 
introduced in government run 
schools, “public" schools with 
English medium proliferated, 
and all important persons 
whether political leader or 
officers send their children to 
these schools. As English 
remains the most important 
means of access to higher 
offices in private business or 
government, even those people 
who find it difficult to bear the 
high expenses of sending their 
children to ‘public’ schools opt 
for it, fearing that a government 
school education will deprive 
their children of opportunities 
in life. 

Education System 

T his education system is 
tending to inculcate among 
the student an admiration 
for everything western and a 
contempt for their own 
tradition, people and the native 
languages. The students 
coming from public school 
background try to become 
copies of Europeans or 
Americans. They develop 
contempt not only for other 
Indians but even for their owr 
parents if the latter do not have 
the same background of 
English medium public school 
education. They develop a blind 
admiration for the westerners 
and easily come under the 


latter's influence. It is this 
cultural enslavement which 
creates that craze for foreign 
life style and foreign good so 
conspicuous in our midst. 

As the feeling of nationhood 
is under mined, a craze for 
foreign goods grows and 
narrow parochial feelings 
slowly rise to the surface. Since 
the well paid jobs, for which the 
newly educated youth carves as 
a ladder to a lifeof luxury, could 
be only few in number, there isa 
fierce competition for them. 
Since only a few can have 
access to them on the basis of 
merit alone. as family 
backgrounds of the aspirants 
make them differentially 


meritorious, every other 
possible prop is used to bolster 
up their claim. For this, those 
who have an entrenched 
position in the system use 
nepotism on a large scale to 
maintain their monopoly in the 
elite positions. Others who are 
seeking an entry in this 
exclusive club use caste, 
religion or other parochial 
factors to crash into the 
preserve of privileged sections 
of the population. This has 
naturally led to widening of 
caste, communal and ethnic 
divide in the country. 

Conflicts 

I t is to be noted that 
the caste, communal or 
ethnic conflicts of the post 
freedom era has not been 
initiated or encouraged by the 
so called backward masses of 
the people, who are supposed 
to be swayed by traditional 
appeals of caste or religious 
loyalty, but by educated people 
and university students who are 
supposed to be enlightened 
and above the religion, caste or 
ethnic feelings. Invariably these 
feelings arise over seats in jobs 
or in those educational 
institutions which have the 
highest potentiality to offer 
lucrative jobs such as 
engineering and medical 
colleges. These parochial 
feelings are whipped up among 
the common people by the 
educated and the articulate. 
The common people generally 
make little gain from these 
fights. Gradually as the feeling 
percolates to the lower levels 
there is a polarisation of the 
people along parochial lines. 

Today, if we look over the 
country we find the people 
getting polarised along these 


parochial lines all over. Caste 
and community have become 
permanent support base of 
some of the politica parties. 
But even in areas where 
political parties are not 
explicitly based on these bases, 
there is a polarisation along 
communal, caste and ethnic 
lines, giving rise to divisive 
forces. Punjab is burning as 
religious feeling has been 
exploited for a separatist 
demand. Darjeeling district of 
West Bengal is in the grip ol 
ethnic riots as a sense of 
neglect among the local 
Gorkha population has resulted 
in a demand for a separate state 
of Gorkhaland. Bihar, Gujarat, 


Maharashtra and Madhya 
Pradesh have experienced 
repeated caste riots. In Goa the 
deman for statehood has 
acquired an overtone of 
linguistic divide, as the Konkan 
and Maratha speaking people 
fight over the state language. 
North-East has continued to be 
rocked by tribal violence and 
separatist insurgencies as the 
Nagas and other tribal groups 
clamour for an independent 
homeland. 

Alienation 

I f we look beneath the 
surface, we can discern the 
same factor acting to set one 
section of the people against 
another. All this has arisen from 
the upper class and English 
educated Indians seeking to 
mimic the British way of life and 
the ruling class arrogance of 
the previous imperial rulers. 
The new ruling class and the 
state bureaucracy steeped in 
the colonial outlook has 
created an atmosphere of 
hostility against the whole 
administrative set-up among 
the tribals and othe’r oppressed 
sections of the population by its 
behaviour. These sections of 
the people have got alienated 
and often seek an independent 
rule. 

The life style of this class also 
encourages antagonism and 
rivalry among the elite elements 
belonging to the various 
sections of the population. The 
conflict of the elite elements 
often acquires a separatist tone 
as those who are dominant try 
to overawe the other sections. 
The acquisitiveness of the elite 
has also resulted in legal or 
illegal encroachments in the 
traditional level and sphere of 
life of the common people. This 
has been another reason forthe 


alienation of the tribal and in 
some areas of the scheduled 
caste people. As the land the 
and other means of livelihood of 
people belonging to traditional 
societies are taken away or 
destroyed, they become 
desperate and inflamable. The 
struggles of the tribals and 
scheduled caste people in 
Bihar, Orissa, Madhya Pradesh 
and West Bengal have this kind 
of root. 

On the whole at the end of the 
fourth decade of freedom the 
country appears to have 
become morally decrepit and in 
a state of war of its various 
constituents against each 
other. Thus the hope of a new 
beginning with the departure of 
the British rulers has been 
shattered by the resurgence in 
free India of thecolonial culture 
bequeathed by the British. The 
overall picture is one of national 
disintegration if our integrity be 
viewed in nation-state terms. 
This is not surprising, however. 
No nation can be held together 
except by a thriving national 
culture and roots in its own 
tradition. As the ruling class has 
opted for an alien culture, the 
native culture which is the bond 
of the community and with it the 
nation itself is faced with 
disintegration. 

(Courtesy Samta Era) 
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W hat strikes one most in 
the fortieth year of our 
independence from 
British rule is a total loss of 
sense of national honour and 
the price in freedom which were 
the chief props of the freedom 
movement. This is clearly 
reflected in the way that the 
various symbols that had 
developed during the. freedom 
movement have been discarded 
or dishonoured. These symbols 
were Swadeshi, national 
languages, national system of 
education and the emphasis on 
national outlook against 
parochial outlook on questions 
of religion, caste or ethnicity, 
and above all a general respect 
for the national culture against 
the alien culture imposed by the 
British. A brief appraisal of the 
states of all these symbols will 
tell us how far we have travelled 
away from our once cherised 
ideals. 

The greatest casualty of 
course has been the urge for 
Swadeshi which had formed the 
very backbone of the freedom 
movement. The love for 
Swadeshi has now been 
replaced by its direct opposite- 
a veneration for foreign goods. 
This urge for the foreign has 
been fuelled by the consumerist 
culture from the West, giving 
rise to the craze for those new 
goods of consumption which 
are in use in the developed 
industrial countries. Even if 
India had the economic 
underpinning for the 
manufacture of those goods of 
consumption on its own, in 
quantities sufficient to cover a 
major part of its population, it 
would have been a matter of 
debate whether India should go 
in for those goods. 

But as the situation obtains in 
India, most of these goods have 
to be wholly or partially 
imported. Even those of such 
goods which could be 
manufactured in India needed 
expensive foreign technical 


collaboration to make 
manufacture possible. 

Moreover, it has led to 
multinational corporations 
making inroads into our 
country, first haltingly and now 
in a big way after Rajiv Gandhi's 
coming to power. In the name of 
foreign aid we have been 
burdened with heavy foreign 
debt amounting to Rs. 32,753.9 
crores on March 31, 1986 with 
the liability to pay Rs. 1008 
crores in the same years as the 
annual instalment of 
repayment. 


Foreign Goods 


O wing to their lead in 
thefieledof manufactur 
-ring these goods the 
developed nations naturally 
produce better goods, and 
often produce them cheaply. 
However, ignoring the effect 
that foreign goods will have on 
the overall economy of the 
country, the rich people who 
have the capacity to buy them 
generally opt for foreign goods. 
There has developed a kind of 
contempt for all Swadeshi 
goods and admiration for what 
ever could be obtained abroad. 

This attitude has resulted in 
two kinds of drain on the 
country's limited resources. In 
the first place there is heavy 
borrowing from abroad in the 
name of development, the 
major part of which goes to 
create infrastructural facilities, 
imports of machinery and 
technical know-how for those 
industries which are supposed 
to make substitutes for 
imported goods. In the second 
place because native goods 
which are manufactured as 
substitute are generally inferior 
and in short supply, so foreign 
goods continue to be imported. 
Besides, since foreign goods 
prove to be expensive owing to 
heavy tariffs, there is massive 
smuggling of foreign goods 
causing additional drain on 



country’s limited resources. 
Moreover, large scale 
smuggling has severely 
undermined the public morale, 
including the morale of highly 
placed officials and even 
Ministers. 

Another aspect of this craze 
for imported luxuries is that the 
middle and upper classes are 
trying to live beyond their 
means and developing a love 
for the countries from which the 
luxuries come. From this 
develops all round corruption, 


especially corruption at high 
places. Another effect of this 
development has been that rich 
people are concealing great 
amount of black money and 
seeking to deposit them 
clandestinely in foreign banks 
especially in Swiss bankswhich 
maintain strict secrecy about 
their depositors. A large 
number of technically qualified 
Indians who can find jobs 
abroad migrate permanently to 
one of the western countries. 
Most often the nation has to 


incur heavy expenses to get 
those persons trained 
technically, but at the end of the 
training they go and settle in 
some rich western country and 
give the benefit of their training 
to the latter. Thus the Indian 
technicians are creating a 
reverse flow of invisible fund 
from this poor nation to the rich 
industrial nations. 

In all this we can see a total 
lack of loyalty for the native 
land. In fact these educated 
Continued on page 15 
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